Promoting the Gospel through Discovering Stories (Acts 10)
What’s your story? 

Why is it that rather than viewing life as a series of random events, many people see their lives as a story? Maybe it’s because in some way we’re all connected to God’s larger story of how he created our world and filled it with people made in his image. But Satan brought ruin into our world when he led us in rebellion against our God. However, our Heavenly Father loved us so much that he sent his only Son to be the hero and saviour of his-story. We are now in the final chapter of God’s epic adventure, awaiting Christ’s return when he will finally judge the earth and make his whole creation eternally new. 
God’s story is certainly grand in its scope. But from another perspective it is like a massive mosaic that is made up of numerous smaller and more personal life-stories. In this study we will focus on the way that God uses people’s personal stories to connect us to his greater salvation story. The story of Peter meeting Cornelius and hearing his story is a good example of this:

 “The following day Peter arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. Peter entered the house… and found a large gathering of people. He said to them: ‘You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with Gentiles or visit them. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?’” (Acts 10:23 – 29)
Cornelius went on to recount for Peter the details of a vision that God had shown him. As Cornelius spoke, Peter began to see the connection between Cornelius’ story and a vision that God had given to Peter around the same time. As Peter realised with amazement that God’s salvation plan includes people from every nation, Peter exclaimed, "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts those from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”(Acts 10:34 – 35)
As we reflect on the importance of hearing people’s stories it is worth noting that the story of Cornelius’ vision from God is recounted three times in Acts 10; and Peter heard it twice before he finally made the connection between Cornelius’ vision and the vision that God had given him. (See Acts 10:7 – 8, 19 – 23, and 27 – 35). 
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As I was preparing this overview a man from our church came into my office and asked politely if he could briefly interrupt to tell me a story of two unexpected encounters he recently had with a woman and her young son. He explained how the friendly interest he took in these two strangers at a train station paved the way for a second ‘unscheduled’ crossing of paths the following weekend (as he told this part of the story he brought his arms together at the finger tips to illustrate two paths merging). He was especially intrigued by how many details of this woman’s life were revealed to him in these two brief encounters. Before he left we prayed that God might bring the paths these three together again. But these encounters probably would not have taken place had this man not taken a friendly interest in these two strangers and taken the time to hear some of their story. 
Are you looking out for the people that God’s brings across your path and taking the time to hear their stories? 
