Promoting the Gospel: Discerning Next Steps Overview (Acts 8:26 – 40)
PLEASE DO THE STUDY ON THE REVERSE SIDE BEFORE READING THIS OVERVIEW
At the beginning of this series we looked at a quote from Pastor/Leader Bill Hybels who said, “The highest value in personal evangelism is staying attuned to and cooperative with the Holy Spirit.” 

Hybels certainly has a strong Biblical basis for making this statement. Just before our risen Lord was taken up into heaven he gave the following charge to his disciples, 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)  In other words, as it came time to physically leave his disciples behind on earth, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us to continue his work of spreading God’s good news of salvation to all people. The story of Philip and the Ethiopian official is just one example among many of what it might look like for a person to be ‘attuned to and cooperative with the Holy Spirit’ in spreading the good news of Jesus (Acts 8:26 – 40). In this account we can see Philip following the Spirits leading in the following ways:
1. When the Holy Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." Philip immediately obeyed and ran to the chariot where he heard an Ethiopian official reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
2. Philip engaged this man in conversation by asking him, "Do you understand what you are reading?" To which the Ethiopian official replied, "How can I unless someone explains it to me?”
3. Philip waited for the next prompt from the Holy Spirit, which he received when the official asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"
4. Philip wisely began his testimony about Jesus by using the specific Scripture that was of interest to the Ethiopian official, rather than using an explanation of his own choosing (and he had obviously learned the Scriptures). 
5. When the official asked to be baptised Philip didn’t raise any objections but immediately accepted him as a fellow believer. 
6. Even as Philip left this Ethiopian man, he knew that his mission wasn’t finished. Therefore, he continued to follow the Spirit’s leading as he travelled about, preaching the gospel in the surrounding towns. 

The Spirit was obviously at work in this Ethiopian official’s life even before he met Philip; and it’s wonderful to see the way the Spirit orchestrated his meeting of Philip and guided their conversation. God’s Spirit still wants to guide us into these salvation conversations today. Obviously not every gospel encounter we have will be as intriguing and as immediately rewarding as Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian official. However, every Spirit-led conversation we have with another person will be just as supernatural, but God is in it. 
Christ himself is the ultimate evangelist. Therefore we need to let the same Spirit who lived in Christ (and who worked in Philip) also lead and teach us how to be witnesses for him. What will you do to stay attuned to and cooperative with the Spirit of Christ in you as you seek to be his 3-D evangelist?
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� For the meaning of ‘3-D’ see the ‘Challenge’ on the reverse side of this study.





