Living in 3-D. Developing Friendships overview. Luke 19:1 – 10

(This study coincides with chapter 3 of Hybels’, ‘Just Walk Across The Room’
)
There is a diagnostic test that some evangelism trainers use to detect if Christians are losing touch with the very people Christ has called us to reach (you might want to take this test now). It simply involves listing the names of all your current friends who aren’t Christians. The results of this test are usually predictable. The longer people have been Christians the more likely we are to have developed the majority of our relationships with people in our churches and left behind our relationships with those who are not Christians. Given that most people meet Jesus through relationships with Christians this is an alarming trend. If we Christians tend to slowly but surely lose contact with those who aren’t Christians then who will lead these people to Christ? 
Jesus certainly spent a great deal of his time with his disciples. However, he also regularly mixed with unbelievers and looked for opportunities to develop friendships with lost people. The story of Jesus meeting Zacchaeus is a good example:
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“Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a sinner."  But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  (Luke 19:1 – 10. TNIV)
Jesus’ simple act of noticing Zacchaeus and then taking the initiative to invite himself to Zacchaeus’ house eventually led to Zacchaeus’ salvation and a transformed life. Not only did Zacchaeus decide then and there to give half of his worldly wealth to the poor, he also agreed to pay back four times the amount that he had cheated anyone as their tax collector. 
Although Jesus was obviously a powerful preacher who often spoke to large crowds he also understood the importance of making personal contact with individuals.  Over the next few weeks our sermons and studies will focus on three very practical steps we can take towards to becoming more like Christ in this way. Pastor and author Bill Hybels calls these steps ‘Living in 3-D’ because each step begins with the letter D. These three steps are: 1. Developing friendships; 2. Discovering stories; and 3. Discerning next steps. As we begin our focus this week on developing genuine friendships with those who don’t know Jesus, take some time now to reflect on how you will do this. Maybe you just need to reconnect with old friends or take the next step to further develop an existing relationship. Or maybe you need to take a more preliminary step and just find a way to get out among people in your community who don’t know Jesus. Pray now that God will show you the next step you should take in order to become an effective 3-D follower of Jesus.
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