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Colossians 4:2–6   

Welcome to our eighth week through the book of Colossians.  In this passage Paul again 

demonstrates his passion for the Gospel of Jesus to spread.  In a short few verses he 

challenges his readers to consider how much their prayer life, actions and conversations are 

in line with the Christian commitment to share the good news with others. 

Community Questions: 

Since we last met: 
1) What have you sensed God speak to you through personal prayer & bible reading? 
2) How has your life given testimony to the greatness of Jesus? 
3) What specific ways have you seen God bless you?  How did you share those? 
4) In what area of your life or situation has it been toughest to put Christ first? 

 

Colossians Questions:  

Read Colossians 4:2-6.  What immediately stands out to you?  Does anything in this passage 

particularly confuse you, encourage you or convict you? 

 

Inner life of prayer (v2-4) 

How would you describe your prayer life? (e.g., intense, lukewarm, sporadic, frustrating...) 

How would you like your prayer life to be different?   

Paul’s encouragement is for the Colossian believers to ‘devote themselves’ to prayer.  The 

implication is that prayer is something that won’t always come easily or naturally, but is a 

practice that we commit ourselves to in an ongoing way. 

- Have you ever thought about prayer this way or do you feel guilty when you don’t 

feel like praying? 

- What are some of the practical ways you can devote yourself to prayer?  What about 

ways this group can corporately devote itself to prayer? 

We have spoken about thankfulness in previous weeks, so why do you think Paul adds 

‘being watchful’ to being thankful when praying?  (Is it about concentration, or not falling 

asleep, or are we suppose to be getting material for our prayers in what we see in the 

world, or are we supposed to be watchful against certain things?) 

Paul is in prison, and yet his request is for the Colossian believers to pray that he has more 

opportunities to share the Gospel and for God’s help that he would make the most of those 

opportunities by speaking the message clearly!  How does Paul’s example inspire you to be 

more content in your current circumstances and more committed to Christ’s mission? 

Who are the specific people or situations that you are praying for at the moment for 

opportunities to share the Gospel with?  Who/what can you add to this list this week? 
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Outer life of witness (v5-6) 

Why do we need to be wise in the way we act towards outsiders?  What is the wise way to 

act towards outsiders?  What are the opportunities that Paul is referring to? 

Bryan Stone writes that the most biblical and effective way to reach our world is through 

‘saints who have taken up the way of the cross and in whose lives the gospel is visible, 

palpable and true.’  How is the gospel visible, palpable and true in your life as it is seen 

through the eyes of your non-Christian friends, family and co-workers?  What areas or ways 

might you need to be more bold? 

‘Grace’ in verse 6 has the double meaning of God’s grace and human graciousness.  Can you 

think of any examples where you have seen Christians speak ungraciously to non-believers 

about Christian things?  What was the result? 

Even among Christian community, our conversations can all too often drift towards worldly 

things, coarse joking and become devoid of any kind of Christian distinctiveness.    

- Why do you think that is?   

- What would it look like for our conversations with each other to be always full of 

grace?  Does that mean we can only talk specifically about God stuff, or is Paul 

instructing a certain quality to our conversation that honours God and prompts 

opportunities with ‘outsiders’? 

Having a conversation ‘seasoned with salt’ is a slightly weird instruction.  What do you think 

Paul means by this? 

How have you seen ‘salty’ comments used well to steer a conversation to Christ (either 

personally or witnessed in others)?  How can we practice this without it being contrived or 

making others feel as if we are forcing the conversation to faith? 

 


