
Colossians study series  Springwood Baptist Church 

Colossians 4:7–18   

Welcome to our final week through the book of Colossians.  Paul finishes his letter with 

many personal touches and greetings, which reveals a true depth to the early church’s 

relationships that were formed by being on mission and in ministry together. 

Community Questions: 

Since we last met: 
1) What have you sensed God speak to you through personal prayer & bible reading? 
2) How has your life given testimony to the greatness of Jesus? 
3) What specific ways have you seen God bless you?  How did you share those? 
4) In what area of your life or situation has it been toughest to put Christ first? 

 

Colossians Questions:  

Read Colossians 4:7-18.  What immediately stands out to you?  Does anything in this 

passage particularly confuse you, encourage you or convict you? 

 

Lots of names (v7-18) 

Paul wrote that he was sending Tychicus (accompanied by Onesimus) for the ‘express 

purpose’ that the Colossians would know about his circumstances and be encouraged. 

- What does this reveal about Paul’s love and concern for the Colossians?  

- Why do you think Paul expects the Colossians to be encouraged by the news 

Tychicus would bring about how Paul and his companions were going (in prison)?  

- Often we respond to the question ‘how are you going?’ without thinking of sharing 

about what God is doing in us and through us in the various ministries we are 

involved in.  How might doing so encourage and spur others on in their own faith? 

What is the significance that Aristarchus, (John)Mark and Jesus (aka Justus) were the only 

Jews among Paul’s Gospel co-workers?  Why would their friendship and partnership bring 

him special comfort? 

We don’t know exactly what the ministry/task Archippus had received in the Lord.  Some 

speculate Archippus might have been the current Colossian church pastor.   

- Regardless, how important is it for us to have a sense of responsibility for the 

ministry opportunities that God entrusts to us?   

- In an age when so many fail to finish (either due to lack of commitment, 

discouragement, distraction or disqualification for ungodly conduct) how can we 

encourage one another to see our ministry life through to completion? 

Paul ends by asking the Colossians to ‘remember my chains’.  What should be our attitude 

and response to Christians around the world being persecuted for the faith? (Hebrews 13:3) 



Importance of Christian relationships  

Paul mentions 10 individuals by name in this passage as well as clearly having a heart for the 

wider believing community at Colossae and Laodicea.  In his final letter (2 Timothy) Paul 

mentions a whopping 24 people by name!  Paul was someone who was incredibly 

relationally committed, demonstrated genuine interpersonal warmth and modelled a 

mutuality in community and ministry for us to emulate. 

- How important have Christian friendships been in your life? 

- When you think of our own church community at SBC, whose life and ministry have 

you benefitted from?  Have you thanked those people recently? 

- In what ways can you be more active in your support and care for others within our 

church?    

Paul had an eclectic bunch of close friends listed here –including a doctor (Luke), a pastor 

(Epaphras), a fugitive (Onesimus), a woman (Nympha), and from different cultural 

backgrounds: Jewish (Aristarchus, Mark, Justus) and Gentile (Epahras, Luke, Demas). 

- How does the Gospel bring people together in way that would simply not normally 

happen in our world? 

- Do you have friendship with people very different than yourself because of your 

connection and common ground over your belief and passion for the Lord? 

Paul’s bond with these individuals wasn’t simply one of getting on well together, but of a 

deep abiding friendship forged in the context of being on mission and in ministry together. 

- What is it about being involved in a ministry or mission opportunity that seems to 

cause strong bonds of friendship between people that might not have been that 

close before? 

- Do you think this is perhaps a more biblical model for Christian friendships than the 

way friendships in churches are formed today?   

- How might you become more involved in such ministry-grounded friendships?  What 

might be the result in your own walk with God if you did?  

 


