Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 3

In Daniel 3 the fickle and impotent rule of Nebuchadnezzar is contrast with the faithful and unchanging reign of God Almighty. King Nebuchadnezzar’s resolve can be compared to a tug-o-war rope being pulled back and forth between competing interests. In chapter 1 of Daniel, fearing neither Man nor God, Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem, took some of Israel’s royal family into captivity, and even raided God’s holy temple, placing its sacred objects in the temple of his own gods. But by the end of chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar professes that Daniel’s God is indeed ‘the God of all gods’. But then, perhaps inspired by Daniel’s explanation of the king’s perplexing dream about a giant statue that represented various kingdoms of the earth, chapter 3 opens with Nebuchadnezzar’s decision to build a giant idol of himself. Daniel 3:1, 4 - 6 declares, King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon… Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." (Obviously the king had forgotten about the end of his dream where God’s kingdom fell to earth and demolished all human rulers and their kingdoms). 
With single-minded loyalty to their God, Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, defied the king’s edict by declaring, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." (Daniel 3:17 – 18) The king was so enraged at this trio’s disloyalty that he ordered the furnace to be heated seven times hotter than usual. In fact, he so overheated the furnace that the flames killed Nebuchadnezzar’s soldiers who had been commanded to throw these men into the fire. But then two strange things happened: First, once thrown into the fire, these men were not burned or harmed in any way (See Isaiah 43:2). Secondly, while we have been left to ponder Daniel’s whereabouts, a fourth friend does finally turn up – but it isn’t Daniel: “Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, ‘Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?’ They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.’ He said, ‘Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.’" (Daniel 3:24 – 25)

Bible scholars debate the identity of this mysterious fourth figure. But he is frequently identified with the angelic figure who rescued Daniel from the lions (Daniel 6:22) or to the ‘Son of Man’ figure seen by Daniel in his vision (Daniel 7:13). Either way, God’s powerful and compassionate presence is again contrast with the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who didn’t care for his own scorched soldiers and was ultimately powerless to take the lives of God’s three servants. In whose hands have you placed your life’s hopes and dreams? Whom do you fear? Are your dreams wrapped up with the temporary and changing things of this world or is your faith in the Son of God who has come to dwell among us and who will return again to finally save us? 
