Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 4
Visions relating to animals and beasts appear throughout the book of Daniel. For instance, in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream one of God’s angels proclaims the following judgement on the king, "Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven, and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth.  Let his mind be changed from that of a human being and let him be given the mind of an animal…” (TNIV) Later in this same chapter, this prophecy was fulfilled, “He was driven away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird…” (Daniel 4:33) In chapter 7 Daniel recounts his vision of four beasts representing four human kingdoms. In chapter 8 Daniel has another dream about two kingdoms that are represented by a goat and a ram.

The point that is being made is that when people reject God and refuse to follow his will then we become like wild beasts whose goals are: to protect and expand our territory; to devour the resources in front of us; and to fight against and kill our enemies. However, these animals and beasts are contrast with Daniel’s vision of one who is like ‘a son of man’. Daniel writes, “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13 – 14)
The famous French philosopher, Blaise Pascal, has brilliantly described how humans can simultaneously possess both a beastly and a divine nature, “What a chimera, then, is man! what a novelty, what a monster, what a chaos, what a subject of contradiction, what a prodigy! A judge of all things, feeble worm of the earth, depositary of the truth, receptacle of uncertainty and error, the glory and the shame of the universe!” This is precisely the kind of paradox we see at work in Nebuchadnezzar. In chapter 2 Daniel explained to the king that the God of heaven had granted him authority to rule over God’s creation (2:37 – 38). But in chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar set up his own golden idol to be worshipped by the people of his kingdom. As a result of his pride, the king found himself looking and living like an animal until he repented of his foolishness and God finally restored his sanity and humanity (Daniel 4:33). 
In the Scriptures we are told that on the sixth day God created both humans and the beasts of the earth. 
 One of the great differences between beasts and people is that God has breathed into us his Spirit and placed his own image on us, making us into his own children and rulers of his creation. But when humanity rejected God we became more like the beasts of the earth than like the God of heaven (in fact we are capable of acting in evil ways that are even beneath the animals!) But God has sent his perfect Son into the world to save us. He is the Son of Man that Daniel foresaw in his vision. God’s own Son stepped down from heaven to take on our human nature so that he might elevate our fallen humanity back to the likeness of God. Therefore, the more we become like Jesus Christ the more we learn what it is to be truly and fully human. 
� Note that in Revelation 13:18 that the beast is given ‘man’s’ number – 666. 





