Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Study 5

1. Describe the atmosphere of Belshazzar’s banquet? (Daniel 5:1 – 4) 

2. What is the significance of Belshazzar and his guests drinking toasts to their gods using the sacred golden goblets from God’s temple?
3. Why do you think God used a human hand to write his warning to Belshazzar? (5:5 – 7)
4. Why could Daniel interpret the writing when Belshazzar’s other wise men could not? (5:7 -16)

5. Why do you think Daniel initially declined Belshazzar’s royal and golden gifts? (5:17)

6. Briefly describe the reasons for God’s judgement against Belshazzar (5:18 – 23). What warning can we take from these judgements?
7. What did the four words written on the wall actually mean? (5:24 – 28)

8. Compare the fortunes of Daniel and Belshazzar by the end of this chapter (5:29 – 31). What lessons can we learn from reading about the lives of these two men? 
