Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 1
If a news headline was written about the life of the prophet Daniel it might read: “Young Jewish Captive Rises Through The Ranks To Become Adviser To Powerful Kings, Even Outlasting Their Kingdoms!” But the book of Daniel isn’t really about a hero named Daniel, but about the almighty God in whom Daniel put his trust. From the very beginning of Israel’s time in Babylonian exile, Daniel and his three friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah resolved not to defile themselves by breaking God’s law and eating the ‘spiritually unclean’ food that the king of Babylon set before them (Daniel 1:8). For their faithfulness, God rewarded these four men with knowledge and understanding that went far beyond anything that anyone in their day had ever witnessed, even in the most respected wise men of the East.   
But despite the supernatural wisdom that God poured out on Daniel and his friends, they still experienced times of incredible hardship and testing. In fact, one of the major lessons of the book of Daniel is how the children of God are called to trust and obey him, even in the face of opposition and adversity. Throughout their time in captivity, Daniel and his friends faced torture and elaborate executions; and yet they refused to do or say anything that would dishonour or deny their God. Furthermore, they didn’t remain strong merely because they knew God would always save them from harm. As Daniel’s three friends said when faced with the prospect of being burned alive, “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it… But even if he does not… we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” (Daniel 3:17 – 18)  
Time and time again the steadfastness of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (also known by their Babylonian names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach; Meshach; Abednego) led to astonishing demonstrations of God’s saving power. Just consider the amazing testimonial of pagan King Nebuchadnezzar, after he experienced the might of Daniel’s God: 
“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” (Daniel 4:37 TNIV)
Perhaps the most amazing aspect of Daniel’s prophecy is that God gave him dreams and visions that allowed him to look centuries into the future, even to the time of Christ and the establishment of his kingdom. Daniel writes, 

"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13 – 14) 
Comparing Daniel’s 6th century BC vision (above) with Revelation 7:9 (given to the Apostle John in the 1st century AD) we begin to gain perspective of the awesome scope of the book of Daniel. God has preserved this wonderful prophecy for us so that we, like Daniel, might learn to trust our Heavenly Father as we live as aliens in this hostile world and await the coming of Christ: Our Almighty Saviour and King. 
