Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 2

Have you ever had a dream and wondered what it meant? People dream for all kinds of reasons; but not every dream is necessarily significant. However, the dreams spoken about in the book of Daniel are given directly by God in order to help us understand that sometimes the best way to see what lies ahead is not by gazing with our physical eyes (dreams occur when our physical eyes are closed) but by opening our spiritual eyes to the One who knows the end from the beginning. 
The opening verses of Daniel 2 record that, “In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed.” (Daniel 2:1 – 2 TNIV
) It is important to notice that these verses don’t tell us that Nebuchadnezzar summoned his wise men so that he could tell them what he had dreamed, but so that they would to tell him what he had dreamed. Nebuchadnezzar cleverly deduced that if the gods really did speak to these great men, then the gods could tell them what he had dreamed as easily as telling them the meaning of his dream (and if the wise men couldn’t do this Nebuchadnezzar had decided to execute them). 
The king’s shocking request led the wise men to exclaim, “What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among human beings." (2:11) In making their plea Babylon’s greatest magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers admitted their remoteness from the god’s*. But how different is the response of Daniel, who after earnestly seeking the Lord in prayer said to Nebuchadnezzar, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. (2:27 – 28) Through this statement Daniel revealed to Nebuchadnezzar that not only does God speak to humans, but God is also the one who is in control of the future of humanity.  
Besides revealing things to Nebuchadnezzar about the future of his kingdom (and the other kingdoms of the earth) God also used this perplexing dream to teach the king of Babylon that he isn’t as likely to reveal his will to the important rulers of the earth as to his humble servants. Yet amazingly, after recognising Daniel’s God as the one who both gave and revealed the meaning of his dream, Nebuchadnezzar confessed before his young Hebrew servant, "Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries. (2:47) Nebuchadnezzar even went on to promote Daniel and his three friends to high positions in his kingdom. 
Daniel and his three friends are wonderful examples to us of how God’s children should live in the world without becoming worldly. But first and foremost, let us keep our spiritual eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, the Son of God who did take on flesh and came to live among humanity*. Let us keep our vision focussed on our True and Risen King and become his salt of the earth and light of the world’ as we await his return. (Matthew 5:13 – 16) 
� All Scripture quotes from the TNIV





