Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 6

All US dollar notes are inscribed with the words, ‘In God We Trust’. However, the fact that most of the other pictures on US bills are of national symbols or political icons raises the question, “In what or whom does this nation really trust?” Daniel faced a similar question when his political opponents sought to undermine his increasing political influence in Babylon by drawing a line in the sand between Daniel’s allegiance to God and to the king,
“So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: ‘May King Darius live forever! The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions' den.’” (Daniel 6:6 – 7)
At this point in the story we are reminded how easily human pride can override sound judgment. Daniel states in one short sentence, “So King Darius put the decree in writing.” (6:9). But the reckless decree of Darius stands in stark contrast with the resolute faithfulness of Daniel, who, after hearing of the king’s edict, “Went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.” (6:10) Daniel’s disobedience delighted Daniel’s the other royal administrators who promptly reported his actions to the king. 
King Darius’ concerned response to the news about Daniel (6:14) stands in stark contrast to the fiery reaction of King Nebuchadnezzar who became so enraged by the news of Daniel’s friends ‘disloyalty’ to him that he prepared a furnace for them that was seven times hotter than usual. But in the same way that Nebuchadnezzar was powerless to kill Daniel’s friends, King Darius was powerless to overturn his own decree and save Daniel. But what Darius was unable to do he hoped that Daniel’s God would be able to do, declaring, “May your God, whom you serve continually
, rescue you!” (Daniel 6:16) Darius even spent that night alone and without eating; and then ran to the lion’s den at the first light of dawn to see if God has rescued Daniel; and just as with Daniel’s three friends, Daniel emerged from his punishment without a mark on him. 

Again this story compares a human ruler of limited wisdom and authority to our all-knowing and all-powerful Heavenly King. Through Daniel’s faithful witness King Darius came to learn that, "He is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves…” 
Here in Australia we have just completed our federal elections. During the campaign period many fears were raised and many political promises were made. But who really has sovereign power over our future and our lives? Who is it who can bless or humble us? Whether or not our whole nation ever puts its trust in God, in whom will we, his servants, trust? 
� The word continually here refers to Daniel’s unyielding loyalty to his God in every situation. 


� And just in case you think Daniel was saved because the lion’s weren’t hungry, read Daniel 6:24.





