Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 7

The image of a monstrous lion links the visions of the second half of Daniel (7:1 – 4) to the stories of the faithfulness of Daniel and his friends in the first half of the book (e.g. Daniel 6:27). In Daniel’s vision he sees a great lion “lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a man, and the heart of a man was given to it.” (Daniel 7:4) As previously discussed in Daniel 4, images of beasts often represent various human rulers and their kingdoms. Therefore, the fact that the lion in Daniel’s dream was given a human heart probably didn’t bring Daniel much comfort, since it was human rulers who had Daniel thrown to the lions in the first place. As Daniel’s visions continue his attention becomes focussed on a particular beast-like figure
 that will appear sometime in the future and oppose the people of God:

 “After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones…He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands…” (7:24 - 25) 
[One of the four horns I saw] started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. It set itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the LORD; it took away the daily sacrifice from the LORD, and his sanctuary was thrown down.  Because of rebellion, the LORD's people and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. (Daniel 8:9 – 12)
The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed… He will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him. (Daniel 9:26 – 27)

"He will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place.” (Daniel 11:36)

In the midst of this evil beasts ongoing assaults against God’s people it is even revealed to Daniel (9:26) that God’s Anointed One will be cut off and seem to come to nothing (referring to Christ’s crucifixion). But despite this bleak outlook God’s people are encouraged to remain faithful to the very end. One day our risen Saviour, who himself endured the opposition of Satan, demons, and evil men, will finally be given authority over all people and nations (Daniel 7:13 – 14). On that day, “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” Until that day, we are called to stand as faithful witnesses in this world, even as Daniel stood as a witness in the den of snarling lions. As we do let’s continue to pray together, “Come quickly Lord Jesus – Lion of Judah.”
 
� Compare the beast in Daniel’s vision to the beast of Revelation 13:11 – 18.


� Revelation 5:5





