Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Overview 5

For many people life is about the worldly pursuit of prosperity, prestige and pleasure, without a thought given to God who is the giver of all good things. This was certainly the case with King Belshazzar on that fateful night when he decided to use the sacred gold and silver goblets taken from God’s temple to drink toasts to his gods, as he partied with his wives, concubines, and 1000 of his nobles. As Daniel describes this scene he uses the repetition of a previous list of materials to draw our minds back to a dream of King Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar’s father and royal predecessor: 
“The head of the statue [in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream] was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. (Daniel 2:31 – 33).

While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them... As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone. (Daniel 5:2, 4)
By recording these two very similar lists of materials Daniel seems to be pointing out that the gold and silver (etc) that represented the various human kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision also represent the idolatrous gods of the nations. Obviously precious metals like gold and silver aren’t themselves evil, but our attitude toward material wealth and our use of it can become idolatrous. Jesus once rebuked the Pharisees and teachers of the Law for their worldly attitudes toward gold, "Woe to you, blind guides! You say, 'If anyone swears by the temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? (Matthew 23:16 – 17) The point is that gold (wealth) that is dedicated to our Creator can become a sacred gift of holy worship. But wealth that is received with greedy hands and without thanks to God can quickly become an idol and ‘the root of all kinds of evil’
 (as God’s golden goblets became in Belshazzar’ hands). 
Belshazzar’s proud attitude and carefree demeanour quickly changed when the hand of God appeared and began to write the judgement against the king on the wall before him. And again it was Daniel who the king beckoned when his other wise men and magicians failed to make sense of the writing on the wall. But Daniel was able to discern it and proclaimed, “O Belshazzar… You have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you… and you drank from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold… But you did not honour the God who holds in his hands your life and all your ways” (Daniel5:22 – 23) As a consequence of Belshazzar’s reckless pride and self indulgence the king didn’t live to see the light of the following morning. However, Daniel was once again honoured and promoted due to his humble service to the true King of kings. Which of these two men most closely represents your attitude toward the life which God Almighty has given to you, and now holds in his hands? 
� We should also remember that the giant idol Nebuchadnezzar had crafted was made of gold (3:1)


� 1 Timothy 6:10





