Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Study 1

(Read Daniel chapter one)
1. According to Daniel 1:1 – 4 what are the circumstances and the setting of the book of Daniel? 

2. Based on what you know of the Old Testament, why were Daniel and his friends opposed to eating the food that the king set before them? (Daniel 1:5 – 8)

3. Read Daniel 1:9 – 16 and explain why the decision of Daniel and his friends not to eat the King’s food led to them looking better nourished than the other young men who did. 

4. According to Daniel 1:17 – 20, how did God reward the obedience of Daniel and his friends? 

5. Read the prophecy of Isaiah 45:13. What is significant about the fact that Daniel lived until the time of King Cyrus? (Daniel 1:21) 

6. Can you see any similarities between Daniel’s circumstances in Babylon and the circumstances that Christians face today as we live in the world? 

7. Write down any pressures that you feel from the world to compromise your faith in God. 

8. What lessons can we learn from Daniel about how to stand firm in our faith, even in the face of opposition? 
