Daniel: Seeing and Understanding God’s Big Picture. Study 3
1. What do you think caused Nebuchadnezzar’s erratic change from his proclamation about Daniel’s God in 2:47 and his decision to erect an idol of himself in 3:1 – 6 , just a few verses later? (Also compare the king’s defiance of God in 3:15 to his statement of praise in 2:47).
2. How did the people of Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom respond to his edict in 3:7? How are these people like the people of our day? 
3. What do you think prompted Nebuchadnezzar’s wise men to tell the king about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s refusal to bow to the king’s idol? (Daniel 3:8 – 13)

4. Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar gave the three men a second chance to obey him? (Daniel 3:13 – 15)

5. According to Daniel 3:16- 18, did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego know that God would save them? Can you relate to these three men?
6. Contrast the way that Nebuchadnezzar treated his loyal servants (3:19 – 23) to the way God treated his loyal servants (3:24 – 27). 

7. Do you think Nebuchadnezzar’s change of heart in Daniel 3:28 – 30 is sincere? Explain. 

8. Compare and contrast the nature of Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom with what you know of God and his kingdom. In whose hands have you placed your life’s hopes and dreams? Whom do you fear? Are your dreams wrapped up with the temporary and changing things of this world or is your faith in the Son of God who has come to dwell with us and will return again to finally save us?

