
Ecclesiastes: In Search of Meaning  Springwood Baptist Church 

A Time for Everything     Ecclesiastes chapter 3 

Welcome to our second week in the book of Ecclesiastes.  This week the Teacher will 

continue examining ‘life under the sun’ and will again ask us/his readers what it is that we 

gain from our toil in this life (verse 9).  Ecclesiastes chapter 3 is a very well known passage of 

Scripture, so we need to be careful not to treat it as a glossy cliché.  Ecclesiastes 3 is at times 

very poetic, but also a very raw search for meaning and purpose in the different seasons of 

life experienced ‘under the sun’. 

As we begin our time together, consider: what did you feel God inspiring/challenging you 

with through the message on Sunday? 

 

Times, seasons & activities 

The Teacher opens chapter 3 with a thesis, that: ‘there is a time for everything, and a season 

for every activity under the heavens’ (v1) 

How do you understand this verse?  Is the Teacher being fatalistic, or merely commenting 

on what he had observed about the experiences faced throughout life? 

What would you describe as your favourite ‘time’ throughout your life and why? 

What ‘season’ in your life did God use the most for your spiritual growth? 

In verse 2 to 8, the Teacher lists 14 contrasting pairs of circumstances that we can 

experience in life.  Have you experienced this sense of changing seasons in your life?  How 

do you respond to the changing seasons?  

What is the main point the Teacher is making through this observation?  

 

What’s the point?   

From a worldview ‘under the sun’  

From a purely earthly point of view, what is the point of this seasonality to life that is mostly 

out of our control?  In this worldview, would you say verses 1-9 are positive or negative or a 

mixture of both?   

If this is all there is, ‘what do workers gain from their toil’ (v9)? 

What is the ‘burden’ that God has laid on the human race (v10)? 

Verse 11 states that God has put eternity in the human heart.  How do you understand that 

phrase?  And how do you see those who live apart from God experience this and try to 

satisfy (or ignore) that desire for more than just life ‘under the sun’? 
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Towards the end of Ecclesiastes 3, the Teacher uses a form of argument known as reductio 

ad absurdum (reducing a premise to its absurd but logical conclusions) and concludes that 

humans are nothing more than animals.  What are the ramifications of such a belief for the 

value of life and the way one should live it? 

 

What’s the Point? 

From a biblical worldview & in relationship with God 

How should Christians, in light of the rest of the Bible, respond to the various seasons that 

they will experience in life? 

In what ways does God make ‘everything beautiful in its time’?  How does Romans 8:28-30,  

Romans 5:1-5 & Jeremiah 29:11-14 help believers trust God no matter what season of life 

they are experiencing? 

How does the permanence of God’s actions (v14) and the certainty of God’s judgment (v15-

17) evoke hope in the believer? 

How should we as believers handle and respond to present injustices (3:16-17) knowing that 

God may not deal with it until the end? (compare with Psalm 73:13-19; 1 Peter 2:20-25) 

 

Time to get personal 

What do you struggle to understand as part of God’s sovereign will in your own life or in the 

world (3:11b)? 

Clearly, contentment cannot be based on the permanence of our circumstances or 

‘seasons’, given they are subject to so much change.  Then how should we learn 

contentment in any and all circumstances and be able to see them as a gift from God? 

Where/how do you see the ‘eternity seed’ that Solomon talks about in verse 11 growing in 

your own life?  How does that affect the way you live this life? 

(3:12-13) When you think of the ways God has gifted you, who or what comes to mind?  

How often do you express your gratitude to God for His many gifts? 

 


