Encounter overview two. Mark 4:35 – 5:43 -- ‘Who is this!’
Some people seem to possess an almost superhuman ability to accomplish the impossible. When I think of such people my mind is drawn to my high school wrestling coach who, in just one season, transformed a small and fairly average group of teenage grapplers into regional championship team. Or I think of my own wife who, with only a little time and money, has transformed some very dull and ordinary rooms into spaces that newspapers and magazines have asked to photograph. 

Of course, no mere mortal really possesses supernatural powers (even Superman has his kryptonite).  But in Jesus we meet the single exception to this rule. Jesus is a man whose feet truly do defy gravity: a man who literally walks on water and has power over nature (Mark 4:35 – 41; 6:45 - 52). In this section of Mark’s gospel, Jesus encounters three individuals, all of whom appear to have needs which are beyond the scope of any human.
First Jesus meets a man possessed by a legion (literally thousands) of evil spirits. Mark tells us that this man had become so violently strong that no one could bind him, not even with chains. The evil army that had invaded this poor soul had overcome him to the extent that, both day and night, he ran naked and mad among the town tombs, screaming and cutting his own body with stones. But as Satan’s legion encountered Jesus they cowered and pleaded with him not to punish them before the appointed time. None the less, Mark bears testimony to Jesus’ authority over demons as he records how Jesus commanded these unclean spirits out of the man and into a herd of filthy swine (poetic justice). The pigs then stampeded over the edge of a cliff, plunging into the sea: considered by some to be the place of the Abyss. Mark leaves us with a picture of this former demoniac, seated with Jesus, both clothed and sane. 
Jesus’ next encounter is with a woman who had suffered from bleeding for twelve long years. Mark explains that during this time she had spent all her money being treated by various doctors, but her condition only grew worse. When she saw Jesus passing by she pushed her way through the crowd that surrounded him and reached out to touch his outer cloak. As she did, Jesus’ power immediately entered her and she was healed.
Finally, Jesus is approached by a synagogue ruler named Jairus who begs him to come and help his twelve year old daughter who is dying. Mark goes on to tell us that by the time Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house the mourners had already descended because his daughter was dead. Unperturbed, Jesus responded to the commotion and wailing by saying to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” Jesus took three of his disciples and the girl’s parents with him into the house. Taking her by the hand Jesus said, “Little girl, get up!” Hearing the voice of Jesus, the girl rose from the sleep of death as if she were waking from a nap. 
There are three important threads that run through all of these stories. 

1. In each case Jesus enters an impossible situation and makes the impossible look easy. 

2. In each situation the witnesses of his miracles responded to Jesus with a combination of faith and fear. 
3. In each story Jesus ignored whole crowds of people in order to respond with compassion to three people that others wouldn’t have bothered with.
In Jesus’ parable in Mark 4:1 - 20 we discover that Jesus power is not only in his touch but also in his words (4:13 – 14). Through the story of the four types of soil which receive the farmers seed Jesus confronts us with four different ways in which people respond to his teachings. However, only one of these ways will result in us producing his spiritual fruit. Are you listening carefully to the words of Jesus and responding to him with reverent faith? How does the Son of God want to transform your life? 
