Encounter overview 4. Mark 10:13 – 11:25. ‘The Greatness of humility’
Most people don’t necessarily want to become great. We just want to know that our lives are significant. But, sadly, many people believe that we need to become great in order to become important. Jesus Christ has placed his own humble cross of suffering firmly in the path of this misguided belief. 
The central moment, and turning point, of Mark’s gospel is when Jesus asks his disciples the questions, “Who do people say that I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?”  (8:27 – 29). Peter responds to Jesus’ second question by proclaiming that Jesus is God’s anointed King (8:30). Ironically, from this point, Mark begins to move away from presenting Jesus as a great miracle worker, and begins to present him as a servant who must suffer great humiliation. However, based on Jesus’ rebuke to Peter, just a few verses after his great confession about Christ (8:33), it is obvious that Peter and the other disciples were struggling to make this radical shift in their own hearts and minds. It is interesting that just before Jesus’ confrontation with Peter, Mark records an incident in which Jesus heals a blind man -- but in two stages. After Jesus touched this man’s eyes the first time he was able to see, but not clearly. But after Christ’s second touch this man finally saw everything clearly. The stories that follow Peter’s proclamation make it clear that the disciples had come to see Jesus as ‘The Christ’. However, they hadn’t yet clearly understood who Jesus is or what Heaven’s King had come to earth to accomplish. For example:
1. When Peter, James, and John saw Jesus transfigured (with Moses and Elijah) Peter was ready to build shelters for these great men, assuming they had all come to earth to stay. However, Moses and Elijah quickly disappeared even as Jesus began to speak about his own death and resurrection. But the disciples didn’t understand the meaning behind this heavenly event or what Jesus was talking about (9:1 – 13). 
2. On another occasion Jesus caught his disciples arguing over which of them was the greatest. Jesus used little children as living illustrations to correct his disciples’ proud folly (9:36 – 37; 10:13 – 16). However, their jealous response to a fellow follower of Christ who wasn’t one of ‘The Twelve’ (9:38) demonstrates that they hadn’t yet grasped what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 
3.  Finally, James and John actually came to Jesus and requested that he place them at the right and left sides of his throne in God’s kingdom. Seeing the jealous indignation that this request provoked from the other disciples, Jesus asked James and John if they could endure Christ’s coronation ceremony (James and John were sure that they could). But for a chilling insight into Christ’s cryptic questions to these two brothers compare Mark 10:38 with 14:36; and Mark 10:40 with 15:16 – 20, 25 – 26. 
Chapter 11 sets up one of the great anti-climaxes of the Bible. In the early verses of this chapter Jesus begins to carefully orchestrate the prophetic events leading up to the Messiah’s grand entrance into Jerusalem (See Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:19 – 27). Entering Jerusalem’s gates on a donkey (Psalm 118:19), and riding through waving palm boughs and the crowd’s expectant cries of, ‘Hosanna!’, Jesus entered God’s temple (Ps. 118:27), looked around, and then left the city. The following day, after his symbolic cursing of the fig tree (Mark 11:12 – 14; 20 - 21), Jesus entered Jerusalem again, not to bring messianic peace, but to violently rebuke those who had turned his Father’s house into a den of thieves (11:15 – 19). Many Bible scholars believe that it was this event, more than any other, the provoked Israel’s religious leaders to have Jesus killed. However, Jesus obviously knew exactly what he was riding into (10:33 – 34). Having made a surprising U-turn toward an unexpected goal, Christ declares to his disciples, “Those who would come after me must take up their crosses and follow me… For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  (Mark 8:34 & 10:45) This is greatness according to God’s King.
