Encounter study one. Mark 1:1 – 2:17 -- ‘God’s King is here!’
1. According to his introduction (Mark 1:1) what is Mark writing to declare (explain in your own words).
2. Why does Mark begin his gospel with the account of John the Baptist? What is the significance of John’s ministry (Mark 1:2 – 11)?

3. Why is chapter one, verse 10, such an important statement in Mark’s gospel?

4. Why do you think Mark gives us so few details about Jesus’ forty days of temptation in the wilderness (Mark 1:12 – 13)?

5. Jesus announces his mission in Mark 1:15. Explain what Jesus is saying through this proclamation. 

6. Why is the call of Jesus to his disciples recorded in such an immediate and matter of fact way (Mark 1:16 – 20)?

7. Three times, between Mark 1:1 - 39 Mark declares that Jesus drove out demons (1:23 – 28; 1:32 – 34; 1:39). Why do you think the driving out of demons is such a strong focus of Mark’s gospel?
8. What is the connection between Jesus’ healing of the paralytic (2:1 – 12) and his statement that it is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick (2:13 – 17)? 
9. Why do you think Jesus is so determined to keep his identity a secret (e.g. 1:24 – 25; 1:33 – 34; 1:40 – 45)?
10. What is your impression, thus far, of the Jesus you have met in Mark’s gospel? 
