Encounter study three. Mark 6:30 – 7:30 -- ‘The Mystery of the one loaf’
1. In what way did Jesus initially respond to the people with compassion when he saw them coming to him like sheep without a shepherd?  (Mark 6:31 – 34). 

2. How did Jesus’ disciples express their concern for the people as the day grew late? (6:35 – 36)

3. How did Jesus respond to his disciples’ concerns? (6:37 – 41)

4. Compare Mark 8:17 – 21 with 6:38 – 44 and 8:4 – 9. Can you find any symbolism in these numbers?
5. What does Mark mean that, after seeing Jesus walking on the water, the disciples were amazed because they had not understood about the loaves; and their hearts were hardened (6:45 – 52)? 

6. What is the connection between Jesus’ teaching about true spiritual cleanness (7:1 – 16) and his declaration that all foods are clean? (7:17 – 23)

7. How are we to understand Jesus’ seemingly rude response to the Greek woman?  (“First let the children eat all they want, for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”) [7:24 – 27]. (Compare with 6:42 – 43 w/ 7:27 -28)
8. How does the Greek woman’s response express faith in Jesus? (7:28 – 30)

9. What insights do Mark 14:22 and John 6:25 – 35 give us into Jesus’ cryptic teaching on bread in this section of Mark’s gospel?  
