Encounter study 4. Mark 10:13 – 11:25. ‘The Greatness of humility’
1. In 10:13 – 16 Mark records for the second time that Jesus used little children as a living illustration to teach his disciples (see also 9:36 – 37). Based on these two readings, what is Jesus trying to teach his disciples?

2. Compare and contrast 10:17 – 31 with 12:41 – 44. What was it that the poor woman had in abundance that the rich man lacked?

3. Midway through his gospel, in the space of just three chapters, Mark records at least 5 different statements of Jesus about his death and resurrection (8:31- 34, 9:9, 30 – 32; 10:33 – 34, 45). Why has this suddenly become such a strong focus of this gospel? 
4. Why does Mark include two stories about the disciples’ quest for greatness in this particular section of his gospel (9:33 – 35; 10:35 – 45)? 
5. What is the significance of the blind man’s address to Jesus as, ‘Son of David’ just prior to Jesus entering Jerusalem and God’s temple (10:46 – 52)?
6. Why did Jesus exit Jerusalem so soon after making his grand messianic entrance (11:1 - 11)?

7. What is the connection between Jesus cursing of the fig tree (11:12 – 14, 20 – 25) and his clearing of the temple (11:15 – 19)? (See also 12:1 – 12)? 
