Encounter overview 5. Mark 14:33 – 15:39. ‘Mark’s Bookends’

1. Why is Jesus’ arrest surrounded by so much secrecy? (Mark 14:43 – 50)

2. Why do you think mark includes this peculiar mention of a young man who fled naked from Jesus arrest? (14:51 -52). [Note that a clothed young man appears again at Jesus’ empty tomb (16:5)].

3. Having heard so many accusations against Jesus, why was the High Priest so appalled by Christ statement in 14:62 (14:53 – 65)

4. Why did Peter deny Jesus? (14:66 – 72)? How do you think he felt when he realised what he had done? Have you ever felt this way?
5. What is the significance of Pilate’s offer to free either Jesus or Barabbas? (15:1 – 15)

6. What is the meaning behind Jesus being mocked as the King of the Jews (Compare Mark 10:35 – 39 with 15:16 – 28). 
7. What is the significance of the taunt of the religious leaders, “He saved others, but he can’t save himself!”? (15:29 – 32)

8. Jesus’ only words from the cross are, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34 and Psalm 22:1). Why does Jesus use these words?

9. Explain the importance of the declaration of the centurion, “Surely this man was the Son of God.”? (15:39). 
