“How do we give to God?”  

Please use the following questions for either home group discussion or for personal reflection, according to how each best suits your context. 
1.  “Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.” (Proverbs 15:16). Are your finances controlling you more than you are controlling them? If so, confess this to God and bring the problem out into the light (1 John 1:5 – 9). 
2. Proverb 31:10 – 31 gives a beautiful picture of a woman who manages her household with great wisdom. What are some practical ways that this woman can act as a good example to us in the way she manages her family money? 
3. Proverbs 3:9 says, “Honor the LORD with your wealth…” Do you see your giving as an act of honouring God?
4. In 2 Corinthians 9:7 Paul says, “Every person should give what they have decided in their hearts to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. Have you decided in your heart what you will give to your church?
5. In 1 Corinthians 16:2 Paul instructs, “On the first day of every week, all of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your own income” The Bible also tells us to honour God with our ‘firstfruits’ (e.g. Proverbs 3:9). Do you set aside your offerings when you first receive your income, or do you give to God what is left over?  
6. In the Old Testament God instructed the Israelites to give a tithe (or 10%) back to God. Micah 3:10 says, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” How do you feel about tithing? Do you think it is still a valid giving principle for Christians to follow?
Challenge: Make a list of all of your non-essential weekly spending. How much of this could you give to your church?

The church leadership would greatly appreciate your feedback to any of   the following questions (as a home group or individually). Please send any responses you may have to one of the pastoral leadership team. 
If our church held a seminar on money management would you want to attend?

Do you have any suggestions about ways that we could inspire people to be more generous in their giving to our church? 
How do you feel about the following methods of giving to your church (direct debits or transfers, internet giving, having an eftpos machine available on the church premises)?  
Do you have any questions or suggestion in regard to giving or our church’s finances? 

