Lessons from the Master. John 4:4 – 30; 39 – 42
(As a way of reviewing some of the practical lessons you have learned from this series, before reading the rest of this study, examine the above verses from John 4 and find examples of how Jesus engaged with the Samaritan woman in this story as he shared the good news with her.)
In his book ‘Just Walk Across the Room. Simple Steps Pointing People To Faith’ pastor/leader Bill Hybels begins his chapter, ‘Lesson from the Master’ (chapter 8) with the following reflection,
“I was thumbing through a business magazine on a long flight one day and came across a tear-out section near the back that advertised, ‘Lessons from the Masters’ videos. You know, Tiger Woods on becoming a great golfer; Pavarotti imparting operatic instructions; Russell Coutts, the helmsperson for the New Zealand team that took the America’s Cup, divulging success secrets for sailboat racing… I thought—what a gift it would be if there were a training video from our Master on how to successfully steer people toward God!” 
Hybels goes on to point out that the gospels do contain our Master’s instructions to us on how to point people to God. Christ’s salvation-imparting conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well is but one example:
“Now Jesus had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.” (4:4 – 6 TNIV)

Lesson one: Our Master put himself in a place where he could meet people. John records that Jesus ‘had to go through Samaria’. While the road through Samaria was certainly the most direct route to his intended destination, the fact that Jesus waited by the well while his disciples went into town indicates that keeping a divine appointment was no doubt part of the reason that Jesus had to go through this town. 
· Write down one way that you will make yourself more available and accessible to people who don’t know Christ.
“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" (4:7)

Lesson two: Our teacher took the initiative and made contact with this woman. In fact, by asking this Samaritan woman for a drink Jesus was crossing a long established ethnic barrier, for Jews did not associate with Samaritans.

· After some time of prayer and reflection, write down one way in which ‘Promoting the Gospel’ might require you to take a risk or move you beyond your comfort zone or established routine.

“Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’" (4:10)
Lesson three: Jesus didn’t just launch into a full on explanation of the gospel but started at the place where this woman was and patiently and creatively led her from there. 
· Think about a friend or acquaintance who doesn’t know Jesus. Pray for wisdom about what next step towards Christ you should take with this person, and then write it down. 
"I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.’" (4:17 – 18)
Lesson four: Jesus took interest in this woman’s personal life and told her the truth without judging her. Just because other people’s values and beliefs contradict our own, it doesn’t mean that we can’t listen to and be interested in their stories as we lead them toward the truth. 
· How can we show genuine interest in people’s lives and lead them to Jesus without passing judgement on them?
"’Woman," Jesus replied, ‘believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.’” (4:21)
Lesson five: Our Saviour addressed this woman’s question but stayed on the main point, rather than being lured into a fruitless religious debate. Jesus’ ultimate aim was to reveal to this woman that he was her saviour (see 4:25 – 26). We also need to endeavour to keep our spiritual conversations pointing to Christ. 
· Give some examples of how you can replace religious statements with statements that point to your faith in Jesus? (eg ‘I follow Christ’ instead of ‘I am a Christian’)
This story concludes with this woman leading many people from her village to faith in Jesus Christ. We can never know just how fruitful a single gospel conversation with another person will be. Jesus has given us this challenge, “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” (John 4:35) 
· Write down one final thing you will do to become more effective at leading people towards faith in Jesus Christ. 
