Living in the Light series. 1 John 1:1-7; 2:15-17. ‘An eyewitness account’

Many of us possess some factual information about important events such as ‘World War 2’, ‘The Moon Landing’ or ‘The Terrorist Attack on the World Trade Centre’. However, there is something especially powerful about hearing these historical occurrences recounted by the people who were physically present to experience these events firsthand. Therefore, we should pay close attention as the Apostle John declares, 
 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life…We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.”  
(1 John 1:1, 3)    
The Apostle John tells us two things in this introduction to his first letter to Christ’s Church: 

1. Along with Jesus’ other Apostles, John was a first hand witness of the most important event of human history: The appearing of God’s own Son on earth. As one of his original Twelve, John had face-to-face contact with Jesus. He travelled with him, ate with him, heard him teach, and witnessed his death and resurrection.

2. John’s eager hope in writing this letter is to also bring us into fellowship with Jesus. 
John frequently borrows the language of Genesis, the Bible’s ‘Book of Beginnings’, to introduce us to the new beginning that is ours’ through Jesus Christ. John tells us that we can enjoy this new beginning because Jesus has died for our sins and risen to rescue us from Satan’s dark realm and bring us into God’s kingdom of light (1:5 – 7). 
There are a number of modern books and movies that are built on the theme of ordinary people becoming involved in the ancient struggle between Light and Darkness. In ‘Star Wars’, Luke Skywalker enters the war between the light and dark side of The Force as he takes up his destiny as a Jedi Knight. In ‘The Lord of the Rings’, the hobbit Frodo forsakes his quiet existence in The Shire to take up a life or death mission to keep ‘The Ring of Power’ from falling into the hands of the evil Lord Sauron.  In ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ Peter, Edmund, Susan, and Lucy enter a magic wardrobe that transports them from their world into Narnia: the land of the White Witch and Aslan the Lion. 
As we approach John’s teaching about the real struggle between the realms of Light and Darkness we need to understand that they don’t exist in geographic locations that can be located on a map. Satan’s Kingdom of Darkness and God’s Kingdom of Light are both around us everyday. Jesus has described this phenomenon as the weeds growing up among the wheat. Therefore, entering these realms is about giving our allegiance (consciously or not) to either God or Satan. Doing so will involve a life-long series of choices between two very different ways of living. To walk in God’s light is to obediently live according to his truth and love. But to walk in Satan’s darkness is to continue to live a self-centred life that is blindly surrounded by lies and shame. 
Right now God is at work in those who believe to help us become more like his Son, Jesus Christ. However, Satan is also at work, trying to conform us to the sinful patterns of this world. John wants us to always be aware of this fact. Therefore, he urges us to keep letting the light of God’s word and the presence of his Holy Spirit guide us in the ways of Christ: from the way we treat each other, to the way we think and act, to the way we spend our time and money. Doing so will keep us in fellowship with Jesus Christ and help us to become more like him. Failing to do so will make us vulnerable to slowly but surely being led astray by Satan, and back into his realm of Darkness. 
