Philippians overview # 10. Philippians 4:10 – 23

In 1965, The Rolling Stones wrote the following words to perhaps their most famous song, ‘Satisfaction’ 

‘I can't get no satisfaction, I can't get no satisfaction; 'Cause I try and I try and I try and I try; I can't get no, I can't get no… satisfaction.’
But long before Mick Jagger and Keith Richards even thought of these lyrics, King Solomon had already written some very similar thoughts,’ Useless! Useless! Completely useless. All things are useless. What do people really gain from all the hard work they do here on earth?’ (Ecclesiastes 1:2 – 3, NCV). The point on which both King Solomon and the Rolling Stones seem to agree is that, in this earthly life, it is impossible to find complete and lasting human fulfilment. Therefore, it may seem surprising that Paul declares in this final section of his letter (4:12) that he has learned the secret of being content in any and every situation. What is Paul’s secret? He goes on to proclaim, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (4:13) and “My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (4:19). 

Jesus did a lot of teaching about the futility of trying to seek out lasting satisfaction through the finite things of this world. For example, Jesus said that even if we daily partake of the bread of this earth we will still keep getting hungry, and eventually die. Those who buy bread from the store will note that it contains a use by date and nutritional information on the packaging. This information makes us aware of two undeniable facts about bread. First of all, while containing some of the nutrition that we need to stay alive, ordinary bread has its own limited life span. Secondly, ordinary bread also contains a limited energy supply that will eventually run out. 

It is not only bread, but everything ‘under heaven’ has a limited life span and a limited ability to supply the life energy that we require. Therefore, as humans, we are destined to spend the rest of our lives, day by day and hour by hour, trying to fill ourselves up, only to become hungry and empty again. This is the useless ‘chasing after the wind’ that the writer of Ecclesiastes is talking about. Furthermore, he goes on to speak about a more profound spiritual longing when he declares, ‘[God] has set eternity in our hearts, yet we cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11). We know that in the beginning, God formed humanity out of the finite dust of the earth. But we also know that he has breathed into our earthly bodies his eternal Spirit. Jesus puts it this way, ‘Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit’ (John 3:6). Because our lives are connected to the eternal God, we have a spiritual hunger within us that the material things of this world cannot satisfy. However, Jesus calls himself, ‘the bread from heaven’, and declares that people who partake of this, ‘bread of life’ will never be hungry or die. In the same way, Paul reminds us that our eternal God can supply all of our needs according to his glorious and eternal riches in Christ Jesus. 

Today we are surrounded by a host of prophets of our materialistic age trying to sell us a myriad of products to satisfy our every need. Even ‘The Rolling Stones’ complain, ‘When I'm drivin' in my car, and the man come on the radio; He's tellin' me more and more about some useless information; Supposed to fire my imagination…’ Paul understands that as children of God, we weren’t designed to have all of our needs met by materialistic consumerism. He states that no matter what our needs might be, whether physical or spiritual, we must look to God as our ultimate supplier. 

Although we know that it was the church at Philippi that sent a gift to Paul to supply his needs, from Paul’s perspective, this gift ultimately came from God himself since all things ultimately come from God. At the same time, Paul reminded the believers in Philippi that this gift was more than just a gift to him; it was also an act of obedient stewardship done before God -- to his glory. Furthermore, because these believers acted as faithful stewards of their God-given resources, their gift (and all the interest that it earned) actually became an investment into their own eternal bank account in heaven. Jesus himself best summarises this section in his two commands,  “Seek first the kingdom, and his righteousness, and all of these things will be given to you as well” and  “Where your treasure is, there your hearts will be also” (Matthew 6:21, 33). May the grace and riches of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, both now and forever. Amen. 
