Philippians overview # 3 (2:1 – 11)

We all have the need to know that our lives are significant. How can we maintain a healthy self-esteem and remain optimistic about life if we don’t believe that our lives really matter?  Therefore, we all need to be thanked, acknowledged, and even appropriately rewarded when we accomplish things that are good and important. But sadly, in the world we live in, good deeds aren’t always fairly acknowledged or rewarded. In fact, our world’s value system is pretty distorted. A professional golfer like Tiger Woods is rewarded with obscene amounts of money because he has become proficient at hitting a little ball into a little hole; but people that tirelessly work to save the lives of our world’s poorest people often don’t receive enough money even for their basic necessities. How does it make you feel when rewards and honour aren’t fairly and evenly distributed? Does it make you want to work harder to gain recognition? Does it make you want to speak out against unfairness? Does it make you feel discouraged, or even bitter? As Christians, how should we feed our hunger for significance? 

In this section of Philippians, Paul encourages us to live our lives according to a value system that is very different to that of this world.  He instructs us to do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility, to consider others better then ourselves, and to consider other people’s needs as being as important as our own.  To explain his rationale for this statement, Paul includes in this letter an ancient Christian hymn (verses 6 – 11). This hymn has now become one of the Church’s most well known, well-loved, and most important doctrinal passages in the Bible. It was originally written to celebrate the extraordinary attitude and actions of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As God’s own son, Jesus deserved to enter this world and receive all the praise and honour that the human race could muster. But instead, Jesus willingly denied all the honour and glory that was due to him, and was born into this world as a Nobody in the world’s eyes. Though he was the world’s Creator, Jesus didn’t come to earth to claim his rightful worldly inheritance. Instead, he became poor, and took on the nature of the most humble servant that the world has ever known. We can only imagine what it must have been like for a person as important and glorious as God’s own son to enter into his world only to be ignored, falsely accused, mocked, beaten, and crucified by the very people who should have bowed before him in holy awe and worship. His name should have been praised above every other name, and his title should have been ‘King of all kings’, and ‘Lord of all lords’. But instead, his name and title were mocked and derided – being hung over his head as an accusation against him, as he hung on a cross and died for our sins. This is the way the world acknowledged the greatest person to ever draw breath. 

But Jesus’ life was not a tragedy.

Paul goes on to explain to us something that Jesus has always known: God has a very different value system to that of our world. In God’s kingdom, Love reigns supreme because God is love. Therefore, those who lovingly serve God, as well as their brothers and sisters who were created in God’s image, these are the greatest and most highly esteemed members of God’s kingdom. Jesus’ entire life was motivated by love, not for himself, but for his Father and for his fellow humans. Our world may honour those who seek fame and fortune for themselves. But Jesus chose to honour his Father and seek the good of others first. This is the attitude that Paul declares should also be in those of us who are Christ’s disciples. 

Whose value system is guiding your life? Is it God’s or is it the world’s? The world’s value system will lead us into a life of selfish ambition, vain conceit, and competition with each other. We might gain some worldly toys and some notoriety along the way, but these won’t last. Worldly trophies aren’t eternal, so they ultimately rust and deteriorate. But a life invested in the kingdom of God will earn eternal rewards. Because God and his children will live eternally, our acts of love and service that are done for God and one another will never be forgotten – they will be appreciated and cherished forever. Therefore, pray that the same attitude will be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 
