Philippians overview # 5. Philippians 2:19 – 30
In calling believers to himself, Jesus has brought us into his Family and called us to his Mission. This section of Philippians paints a vivid picture of a family of believers contending as one person for the gospel of Jesus Christ. But before we launch into this section, it will be useful for us to briefly reflect on these two themes of Family and Mission. 
A family faith
These days Christians often speak about their personal relationship with Jesus Christ. But sometimes we can become so focussed on the truth that Jesus lives in us (personally), that we can forget that Jesus lives in other believers as well. In fact, the Scriptures make it clear that Jesus hasn’t called us into an individualistic faith; he has called us to be members of his family. Christians, by definition, are all members of the body of Christ. Rick Warren puts it this way, ‘It’s not just about believing; it’s about belonging.’
· A mission, not an organization
· As Christians, we should all share a laser sharp focus on the mission of Christ. Jesus didn’t call us to build an organization called ‘the church’, and then manage it from day to day. He has called us to a mission to make disciples of all nations and to spread the soul-saving story of Jesus Christ throughout the entire world!   This mission is an active and dynamic thing. If this is a cause that we truly believe in, then we shouldn’t stop working together until we have fulfilled it. 

· As we turn now to this section of Philippians, notice how these themes of Family and Mission are brought to life in the following verses. 

· “I [Paul] have no one else like [Timothy] who takes a genuine interest in your welfare…”

· “Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel.”
· “But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs” (see also 4:18). 
· “For  [Epaphroditus] longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill… he almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow… he risked his life to make up for the help you could not give me.” 

Reading these passages you aren’t led to believe that Paul’s greatest concern was to find out of if the church at Philippi was smoothly managing its weekly religious routines. Instead what comes through is Paul’s genuine concern for all of the members of this church and his zeal for the mission of Christ. Jesus himself didn’t come to earth to live out a personal faith. Instead he called and trained disciples to support him and assist him on his mission to save humanity from sin, death, and judgement. This mission has now been passed on to us. 

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi proclaims to us that we should operate with such family unity and such passion for our mission, that when God looks down from heaven he will see us as one person, contending for the gospel of Jesus Christ. A task that is impossible for one person to accomplish, suddenly becomes possible when put into the hands of an effective team. But a truly effective team is not only one that is well led, well financed, and well equipped. A truly effective team is made up of people that are united by a burning passion for a common cause. A truly effective team cares deeply for the welfare of the other members of the team. This kind of team can withstand the opposition and the discouragements that always are there to meet people who are trying to do something good together. As servants of God’s eternal kingdom, ours is the most important mission ever entrusted to humanity. What will it require for our church to become a team that is so unified and focussed that we are like one person contending for the cause of the gospel of Christ? 
