Philippians overview # 9. Philippians 4:2 – 9. 

We may never know for certain what the issue was that brought Euodia and Syntyche into disagreement with each other. But we all know how easy it is for Christians to find reasons to disagree with one another and become divided. 

As Christians, we can be divided over many things. 

We can fight over which denomination or religious tradition is best. We can have heated debates over which system of government is most Biblical. We can come to blows over matters of history and modernity. We can argue about our personal tastes in church buildings and church furniture. We can be polarised over the issue of technology in the church. We can differ over styles and expressions of worship. We can divide over spiritual gifts. We can split over political issues and social issues. We can become contentious over what we’re meant to be doing and the best way of doing it. We can always find a reason to fight over money. We can battle over doctrines, ideas, philosophies, and words. We can split up into various church factions and align ourselves behind the leaders who best represent our own cause. We can become jealous and envious of one another. We can look down our noses at other Christians who aren’t getting it right. We can become hurt or embittered towards one another over personal issues. We can turn our backs against our own church because, ‘Nobody there really cared enough about me and my interests and concerns’. In fact, there are at least as many reasons for Christians to clash as there are people in a given church. 

Christians can be divided over many things. But it is only in Christ, who died for all of our sins, that we will ever discover true unity. 

Throughout this letter, Paul highlights the importance of Christians remaining united in Christ. In chapter one, Paul writes about some of his fellow preachers who proclaimed the gospel mostly out of envy and rivalry with Paul. Then he urges us to, conduct ourselves ‘in a manner worthy of the gospel… standing firm in one spirit and contending as one person for the faith of the gospel.’ 

In chapter two Paul reminds us to do nothing out of selfish ambition or vein conceit. Selfishness and pride always leads to dissension. Therefore, we are to have in ourselves the same humble attitude of God’s own Son who, in his death of the cross, placed the needs of others even before his own divine rights. Later in this chapter, Paul praises Timothy and Epaphroditus as men who put the cause of the gospel and the needs of others before their own interests, and even before their own lives. 

In chapter three Paul lashes out at a religious sect that sought to divide the church through their religious traditions, and he reminds us to count as rubbish everything that might lead to self righteous pride. 

Now as we begin to read this final chapter of Paul’s letter, we once again see his resolute insistence that we remain united as the body of Christ. One way that Paul tells us that we can remain united is by always being thankful and rejoicing in the Lord. If we can learn to truly appreciate that Jesus died for all of the things that make us enemies with one another and with God, then we’ll be less inclined to return to these same old sinful and worldly patterns of living and thinking. Paul goes on to tell us to keep thinking about things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy.  Paul is saying more here than, ‘think happy thoughts’. He is talking about transforming our sinful and worldly minds by reflecting on the glorious things of God. Rubbish thoughts lead to rubbish values; rubbish values lead to emptiness and dissatisfaction, and dissatisfaction leads to quarrelling and fighting. People who are content and fulfilled in Christ don’t argue about unimportant things. 

Jesus Christ himself once summed up the whole of Scripture in two simple commands, ‘Love God, and love each other as you love your own selves.’ These two commands leave no room for disunity and disagreement among God’s people. After all, if we’re all interested, first and foremost, in loving Christ and the body of Christ, then how can we fight with the members of our own body and disappoint God. Perfect love is demonstrated in perfect unity. This is what we should strive for in Christ. 

