1. Philippians study 2. Read 1:12 – 30
2. In verse 12, Paul begins to speak about what has happened to him. Based on your reading of this section, what has happened to Paul?

3. Based on verses 12 – 14, how has Paul’s situation served to advance the gospel?

4. In verses 15 – 17, Paul speaks about two groups who are proclaiming Christ while he is in prison. What is so different about what motivates these two groups as they preach Christ? 

5. Paul makes it clear that even the group that was preaching from the wrong motivations was still genuinely preaching the gospel of Christ. Given that Paul doesn’t give us any more details about this group or their relationship with him, what do you suppose may have been going on here, and what can we learn from this about Christian factions?

6. What can we learn from Paul’s gracious response to his opponents in verse 18?  

7. In verse 20 Paul speaks about not wanting to be ashamed, but instead to have the courage to exalt Christ. It appears that even Paul knew what it was like to struggle with the fear and shame of telling people about Jesus. What is it about sharing our faith in Christ with others that can make us feel afraid or ashamed? How can we overcome these feelings?

8. In verses 20 – 26, Paul debates with himself over whether or not he’d rather die and be with Jesus, or live and continue to serve Christ’s people on earth. Can you relate to this struggle? Explain. 

9. In verse 27, Paul instructs these believers to conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. What do you think this means in practical terms?

10. In verses 27 – 30, Paul addresses the opposition and struggle that the Philippian believers were facing on Christ’s behalf. He then instructs them how to stand firm as they faced these struggles. What things can we learn from Paul’s instructions?
