Philippians study # 6. Read Philippians 3:1 – 11

1. Why is ‘rejoicing in the Lord’ a safeguard for Christians (See 3:1)?

2. In speaking of ‘those mutilators of the flesh’ (verse 2) Paul is speaking of a Jewish religious sect that followed after Paul on his missionary journeys, proclaiming to new Gentile believers that they must now be circumcised in order to be true members of God’s family. What does Paul mean when he declares, ‘For it is we who are [the true] circumcised-ones, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh’? 

3. In verse 3:2, we can’t help but notice that Paul’s tone takes a sudden and dramatic turn. How would you describe Paul’s tone in this verse? Why does Paul feel this way? Is his attitude justifiable?
4. As part of his argument against this Jewish religious sect (3:4 – 6), why does Paul list his Jewish credentials during his former religious life as a Pharisee (a very strict Jewish religious sect)?

5. What does Paul mean, ‘But whatever was to my profit I know consider loss for the sake of Christ…’ (See verses 3:7 – 8)?

6. What does Paul mean when he declares, ‘I consider [these old religious values] rubbish that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from law, but that which is through faith in Jesus Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith’? 

7. In verse 4:10 – 11, Paul declares that he wants to know the power of Christ’s resurrection, as well as sharing in the fellowship Christ’s suffering and death. What does Paul mean by this, and how does this statement fit into Paul’s overall argument found in this passage?

8. Can you think of any religious practices or rituals that we as a church might be tempted to place above or along side of our faith in Christ? As a group of believers who are called to proclaim that salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone, how should we deal with any religious practices in our midst that might obscure or contradict this vital message of salvation?
