Philippians study # 4. Read Philippians 2:12 – 18.

1. What does Paul mean, ‘continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling’? (2:12b)

2. How does God ‘work in us to will and to act according to his good purpose’? (verse 13)
3. How is Paul’s instruction to ‘do everything without complaining or arguing’ related to his exhortation to ‘become children of God that are blameless, pure, and without fault’? (verses 14 – 15). Do you think these instructions of Paul’s are do-able? Explain. 

4. Spend some time thinking and meditating on the visual image Paul paints when he instructs us to ‘shine like stars in the universe’ against the dark backdrop of ‘this crooked and depraved generation’ (verse 15). What does this instruction mean to you practically in your personal life? 

5. What does Paul mean when he says, ‘in order that I might boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labour for nothing’ (verse 16)?

6. Explain what verse 2:17 means in your own words. 

7. Explain why Paul declares to the Philippian Christians, ‘So you too should be glad and rejoice with me’ (verse 18)? How does this statement apply to us today? 

