Philippians study # 9. Read Philippians 4:2 – 9

1. In 4:2, Paul pleads with two women, that have both worked at his side in the ministry of the gospel, to agree with one another. While it is difficult for us to know what their disagreement was about, what sorts of things do fellow servants of Christ disagree over today? 

2. In 4:3, Paul pleads with others in the church to help Euodia and Syntyche to be reconciled with one another. Why is agreement between people in the Church so important? What kind of help do you think Paul was asking the church at Philippi to give to these women? 

3. Why did Paul remind the church that the names of Euodia and Syntyche were both recorded, along with other servants of Christ, in ‘the book of life’? 

4. In 4:4 Paul seems to suddenly change his tone, perhaps to begin a new section of his letter. Nonetheless, Paul’s exhortation to ‘rejoice’ still directly follows Paul’s instruction to help Euodia and Syntyche to get along. How is rejoicing in the Lord a safeguard against dissension? 

5. What does Paul’s reminder that ‘the Lord is near’ have to do with his instructions to ‘let your gentleness be evident to all’, and ‘to not be anxious about anything, but to pray about everything with a spirit of thanksgiving’? 

6. Have you ever known ‘the peace of God that transcends all understanding’? If so, share your experience with others in your group. If you haven’t known this peace, ask someone who has to tell you about his/her experience and under what circumstances he/she experienced this peace. 

7. In verse 8, Paul instructs believers to think about things that are ‘true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, or praiseworthy’. Reflect on the meaning of each of these words. Why is it important to let each of these values shape our thoughts?

8. By what logic and authority does Paul instruct believers to follow his pattern of life? (3:17 & 4:9)

