Promoting and Living the Gospel. The hidden mission (Matthew 9:35 – 10:1)

(Note: Chapter four of John Dickson’s book, ‘Promoting the Gospel’ will compliment this study; but it is not required. Copies of this book are available in our church library).
1. According to Matthew 9:36, what was the nature of Jesus’ earthly mission? 
2. What compelled Jesus to do his work? (9:36)
3. According to Matthew 9:37, what obstacle did Jesus tell his disciples they/we would face in carrying on this mission?
4. In Matthew 9:38, Jesus instructs his disciples to ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field. Why does Jesus tell us to pray for more workers rather than merely telling us to recruit and train more workers?

5. Why is Jesus’ authority crucial to the success of the mission he has handed over to his disciples? (Matthew 10:1)
6. Read John 15:5 – 7. What does Jesus have to say here about the importance of prayer in producing God’s human harvest?
7. Take some time to reflect on how dedicated you have been in promoting the gospel through prayer:

· How often do you pray that God will open opportunities for you personally to share the good news and love of Jesus with others?

· How often do you join with other believers to pray for the salvation of the lost?
Challenge: Take some time to pray and reflect on one thing that you and/or your home group will do to become more effective at promoting the gospel through prayer. Share this commitment with your home group or another Christian. 
