Promoting and Living the Gospel. The hidden mission (Matthew 9:35 – 10:1)
“Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 10:38).

Australian author John Dickson begins chapter four of his book, ‘Promoting the Gospel’ by telling the story of a Scripture teacher named Glenda (to whom he dedicates his book). Glenda diligently served the Lord for 10 years as a high school Scripture teacher but saw little fruit from her labour. Then one year she joined a city-wide prayer campaign by meeting with a small group of people who specifically prayed for Sydney’s North Shore where she was teaching. As a result of this concerted prayer effort, at least six students from Glenda’s Scripture class turned to Christ that year, and three of these students, including John Dickson himself, went on to pursue full-time Christian ministry.  As we read this story we might wonder why this city-wide prayer campaign made such a difference. Surely Glenda regularly prayed for her class anyway. And surely God already knew that Glenda was teaching Scripture because she wanted her students to turn to Christ. So why did it take this mass prayer effort for her to finally bear fruit?

At the end of Matthew chapter 9 Jesus is preparing to send his disciples into the various towns in Israel to help him carry out his mission to call people back into relationship with their God. Before sending out these twelve men, Jesus warned them, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few” (9:37). The harvest of which Jesus is speaking is not a crop to be gathered into a barn but a countless multitude of lost people to be rescued from this perishing world and brought into God’s eternal kingdom. But having warned his disciples that the mercy mission on which they were about to embark would require far more workers than the few of them; Jesus didn’t tell them to go out and recruit more workers. Instead he told them to pray. 
Jesus wants us to understand that rescuing people from sin is first and foremost a God-activity, and not a mere human one. In other words, the task we sometimes call ‘evangelism’ (spreading the good news about Jesus) is not simply about us trying to convince unbelieving-people to believe in Jesus. While it is certainly our duty to share the grace and good news of Jesus with others, it is ultimately up to God to do the spiritual work of calling, forgiving and transforming lost people. To use one of Jesus’ analogies, a farmer may be the one who sows the seeds, but it takes forces of nature far greater than the farmer to make them grow into a crop for harvest (see Mark 4:26 – 29). In the same way, God has designed the task of sowing the salvation seeds of the gospel in the lives of perishing people to be one that is as intrinsically reliant on prayer as ordinary seeds are on sun and rain. 
Another of Jesus’ agricultural explanations of the importance of prayer is found in his teaching about the vine and its branches. Jesus declares, "I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) Here Jesus states again that if we want to bear fruit in our evangelistic work then we must remain as dependent on Christ through consistent prayer as a grapevine is dependent on the daily nourishment of the branch from which it grows.

If we keep looking to the Lord of the harvest in prayer he will fill us with Christ’s love and compassion for the lost and give us the ability and authority we need to draw lost people back into relationship with him.  But if we stop praying we will become as fruitless on the day of God’s great harvest as a branch that has been severed from the fruit tree. Therefore, let’s keep faithfully looking to the Lord of the harvest and keep asking him to send out many workers into his bountiful harvest field. 
� The Bible does affirm that there can be power in the prayers of just one person (e.g. James 5:16 – 18). However, just as there is increased physical power when people pull together, so there is increased spiritual power when Christians unite together in prayer (e.g. Matth 18:19 – 20; James 5:14 – 15).





