Revelation overview 3. (Revelation 2:18 – 29)

The Bible contains many examples of Satan using his false prophets to lead God’s people into sin in order to destroy them or make them ineffective. The Old Testament book of Numbers records how the Moabite leader, Balak, was alarmed to see the people of Israel moving past his territory on their way to the Promised Land. Therefore, Balak hired a sorcerer named Balaam to put a curse on Israel. But when God prevented Balaam from cursing the people that he had blessed, Balaam devised an effective Plan B. Balaam enlisted the Moabite women to entice the Israelite men into joining them in their idolatrous worship of Baal, which involved sexually immoral practices. This Satanic scheme worked like a charm; and soon the people of Israel were behaving just like the idolatrous and immoral Moabites. 
To remind the seven churches of Asia of these dark days from Israel’s history, our risen Lord used the names ‘Balaam’ and ‘Jezebel’ (another ancient enemy of God’s people) as symbolic titles for the false teachers that had infiltrated their midst, bringing with them their pagan practices. In Revelation 2:14 - 15 Christ gives this cryptic historical warning to the church in Pergamum, “There are some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” Jesus used similar words to rebuke the church in Thyatira, “You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.”
Little is known about the cults of Balaam, Jezebel, and the Nicolaitans. However, it’s likely that they were closely associated with one another or even that they were the same group bearing three different symbolic titles. Whatever the case, we know that all three names are associated with the sinful practices of idolatry, sexual immorality, and the exploration of “Satan’s secrets” (perhaps these secrets were similar to the one that the serpent told to Eve about that piece of fruit from the tree in The Garden of Eden). Christ warns his churches that he hates these practices with a passion; and he expects them to do the same. To the church of Thyatira Jesus declares, “So I will cast her [Jezebel] on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children [Jezebel’s followers] dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.” (Revelation 2:22 – 23)
The conclusion of the Old Testament story about Balaam and the stumbling block that he placed in front of the newly born Israelite nation on their way to the Promised Land is that, because of their idolatry and sexual immorality, God killed 24,000 of them with a plague before drastic action was finally taken to stop it. In Revelation we discover that God’s Son is no less zealous about rebuking and punishing sin and rebellion in his Church. 
By tolerating the practices of immoral false prophets, the church of Thyatira was failing where the church of Ephesus was overcoming (see Revelation 2:6).  But because of their love, the church at Thyatira was triumphing where the Ephesian believers were failing (compare Revelation 2:4 to 2:19).  Examining the strengths and weaknesses of these two churches should challenge us to always live in the love and grace of Jesus without tolerating destructive sins or rebellious attitudes that will bring dishonour to his Name and infect his Church. 
The book of Revelation makes it very clear that Jesus will soon return to judge and punish the whole world for its rebellion and willing participation in the sins that he hates. Therefore, we must always be diligent about repenting of our sins instead of carelessly or willingly pursing them. The apostle Paul declares, “We are those who have died to sin, so how can we live in it any longer?” (Romans 6:2).
