Revelation overview 10. Revelation 21:9 – 22:7

As a child I remember my excitement as I entered the gates of Disney’s Magic Kingdom for the first time! The sweet smells of caramel popcorn and chocolate fudge mingled in the air. Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck paraded past leading a colourful marching band. I went on ride after exciting ride and wished my day there would never end. But the pictures my young mind held of the Kingdom of heaven were not nearly so exciting. I liked the idea of sitting on a cloud and walking down streets of gold, but I couldn’t imagine that this could be more fun than plunging down the misty waterfall into the underground world of Disney’s Pirates of the Caribbean. Thankfully I have discovered that the Biblical pictures of God’s Kingdom are far more inspiring than many of our modern stereotypes. The Scriptures declare, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" (1 Corinthians 2:9). To develop a truly Biblical picture of Heaven would require far more than this page. But there are a few truths put forth in the final chapters of Revelation than can certainly whet our appetites and fire our imaginations about what is to come.
 Heaven will be big: As John counts the features and measures the dimensions of the New Jerusalem we must be careful not to miss the symbolism of the numbers he records. God’s heavenly city is comprised of things and measurements that are counted in multiples of 12. The number 12 is significant because it is the number of the tribes of Israel and the number of Jesus’ first disciples. Therefore, in this city there are 12 gates, 12 angels, 12 foundations, and twelve crops. The measurement of each of the city’s three dimensions (length, width, and height) is 12,000 stadia (about 2,200 kilometres). The measurement of the thickness of the city wall is 144 cubits (about 65 meters). However, 144 is also the product of 12 X 12 (see also Revelation 7:4 – 9).  These multiples of 12 are probably there to remind us of the people of God (these are ‘man’s measurements’ 21:17). But we also need to take note that the dimensions of the New Jerusalem are incredibly large: 12,000 X 12,000 X 12,000 stadia (or 2,200 X 2,200 X 2,200 kilometres). Since God’s heavenly city will be home to a number of people that no one can count, it will need to be a very big place. 
Heaven will be beautiful: John describes this heavenly city as a giant, radiating, multi-coloured jewel that descends from the heavens. He tells us that the city’s 12 foundations are decorated with 12 kinds of precious stone. These stones vary in colour from the fiery-reds of jasper, to the clear yellows of topaz, to the deep greens of emerald, to the purples crystals of amethyst, to the brilliant rainbow colours of sapphires. Combined with its gates of giant pearls and its streets of pure gold, and when illuminated by God’s glory from within, this radiant crystal city will be a sight to behold. What better description is there to tell us that Heaven will be a place of breath-taking beauty! 
Heaven will be diverse: U2’s Bono has sung, “I believe when the kingdom comes then all the colours will bleed into one.” We should share Bono’s hope for racial unity, but Heaven will certainly not absorb all the colours and diversity of the nations into a monochromatic culture. This isn’t God’s peace plan. Revelation declares that Heaven will be comprised of people from every nation, tribe, and language on earth; and they will be united by Christ into one family of God. Furthermore, the splendour, glory, and honour of kings will be brought into God’s heavenly city. In other words, while we will be one people, I anticipate that heaven will be a multi-cultural celebration made up of the many diverse foods, music, costumes, arts and the wisdom of the nations.  
What will and won’t be in Heaven: We can celebrate with John as he tells us that in Heaven there will be no evil, mourning, or death. There the tree of knowledge of good and evil that once lured humanity into sin is gone; and only the tree of life and healing remains. John informs us that in Heaven we will no longer need to go to a temple to find God, because he will dwell in our midst. And the brilliant glory of God himself will be such that it will cause even our need for the sun and the moon to pale into insignificance. Come quickly Lord Jesus!
