Revelation overview 2. Revelation 2:1 – 7
You may have had the awkward pleasure of encountering a new believer with a pulsating faith. Sometimes the way that recent converts openly and zealously speak about Jesus, without a hint of inhibition, can make more veteran believers cringe a little. Some newly reborn believers don’t seem to understand that they should feel insecure and self conscious about their faith.  They have simply met a wonderful saviour who died for them and rose again, and they want everyone to know about him. Christians with this sort of contagious faith can certainly challenge the rest of us to ask what has happened to our own zeal for Jesus. 

A forsaken love was the major problem identified in the letter that our risen Saviour instructed John to write to the Ephesians. At the time that John wrote these words, the church at Ephesus was working hard in their faith and staying doctrinally pure (Rev. 2:2 – 3, 6). But the love of Christ that had once shone forth brightly from this church had grown dim. 
 To better understand what had happened to the church at Ephesus, it’s helpful to turn in the Bible to another letter written to this church by the apostle Paul, just a few decades earlier. Towards the beginning of his letter to the Ephesians Paul writes, “…ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.” (Eph. 1:15 – 16). Throughout his letter, Paul continually urges this newly born church at Ephesus to keep growing in their love for Christ. Paul concludes this letter, “Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.” (Eph. 6:24) Obviously the Spirit of God who inspired Paul knew that it would be a challenge for this church to keep their love for Jesus alive. As we turn again to John’s letter to the Ephesians we find these words, spoken by the Spirit, “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.” (Rev. 2:5)
In the gospel that bears his name, the same John of Revelation records these words that Jesus spoke to him and his fellow disciples, just before the crucifixion, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” (John 15:9) Then John records this prayer that Jesus prayed for all believers, “[Father] I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” (John 17:26) Obviously John wants believers to know that our faith should not be built only on doctrines or revolve around religious routines and activities. Our faith should ultimately be about a friendship with our Lord and Brother Jesus who died for us, rose again, and now lives in us. 
We shouldn’t forget that in John’s letter to the Ephesians, Christ does commend this church for their hard work, perseverance, and for remaining true to his word. However, we should also remember that the Scriptures declare that even if we possess the gift of prophecy, and the sacrificial spirit of the martyrs, and enough faith to move mountains, but we don’t have love, then we really have nothing at all (1 Corinthians 13:1 – 3). Love must be the primary ingredient in the faith of every believer. After all, John has also taught us that, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). Furthermore, Jesus has said that the commands to love God and to love others summarise and fulfil all the other requirements in the Scriptures. Therefore, churches that fail to love with the love of Christ are destined to die (Rev. 2:5). After all, what good is a lamp stand that will not hold up the light of Christ and shine forth his love?
Peter was Jesus’ disciple and one of his closest friends. On the eve of Christ’s crucifixion, Peter vowed that he would remain true to Jesus to the end. “Even if everyone else leaves you” Peter declared, “I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” (Luke 22:33) But just a short time later Peter denied three times that he even knew Jesus. After his resurrection, Jesus began to restore his broken relationship with Peter by asking him three times, “Simon Peter, do you truly love me?” (John 21:16) This is a question that we need to keep asking ourselves in regard to our own relationship with Jesus.
