Revelation overview 5 (Revelation 3:14 – 22)
In this final letter from Jesus he gives us three confronting word pictures to help us imagine what it looks like when we exclude him from our worship and our daily lives.
Picture # 1: Jesus declares, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other. So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth (3:15 – 16). Perhaps you’ve had the experience of eating something that was meant to be served hot, but had gone cold; or drinking something that was meant to be served cold, but had become lukewarm. When food or drink is not the right temperature it can make us feel like spitting it from our mouths. This is how Jesus felt about the Laodiceans. Their lukewarm attitude toward him and his kingdom was actually more offensive than the cold attitude of the world. Jesus is a holy blazing fire; and churches exist to radiate his brilliant glory. If we are not burning brightly for Jesus, then we must repent.
Picture # 2:“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked” (3:17). Some of the most dangerous times that Christ’s followers will encounter are those when we begin to take it for granted that we have everything we need. During these times we can become self-reliant rather than looking to Jesus to supply all our needs. Apparently the Laodicean church had recently done a material inventory and concluded that they had everything they needed. But Jesus disagreed, saying, “I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see”(3:18). Later in Revelation, Christ’s faithful followers are portrayed as people dressed in pure white robes -- symbolising that Jesus’ righteous blood had washed away their sins and covered their shame. At various points golden objects are also revealed -- symbolising the riches of Christ and the treasures of his kingdom. But the Laodiceans had become so fixated on their earthly wealth that they had become blind to their spiritual need. Jesus’ words were meant to open their eyes so they could see themselves as Christ did, and be restored. We too need to take time to see the true nature of our lives and our church as reflected in the eyes of Christ. 
Picture # 3: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock” (3:20). Imagine this scenario. You decide to throw a surprise party for someone special. You invite all of this person’s close friends and family. You prepare fantastic food, hire a great band, and decorate your house. On the day of the party the guests arrive early, with gifts in hand. But while they are waiting for the guest of honour they begin to talk, dance, and eat the food. The guest of honour finally arrives and knocks on the door. But the guests have become so preoccupied with partying and opening presents that no one responds to his knocking. While those inside the church at Laodicea were enjoying their many material blessings, the one who had blessed them was standing outside the door, waiting for someone to invite him in. It’s comforting to see that, because he is gracious and loving, Jesus didn’t immediately walk away from this church. Instead he gave them time to respond to his rebuke and open the door to him. But this letter clearly indicates that Jesus won’t tolerate our indifference forever. 
Jesus concludes this letter saying, “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne” (3:21). For us, overcoming will not always mean gaining the victory over a vicious enemy or getting through a terrible trial. Sometimes overcoming will mean resisting the lure of materialism, affluence, and the path of least resistance. Remember that three times Satan offered Jesus an easy way out during his 40 day trial in the wilderness; but Jesus overcame by resisting Satan and continuing to take the way of the cross. As his followers, we must do the same. “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (3:22). 
