Revelation overview 6. (Revelation chapters 4 – 5)

The following conversation takes place between Alice and The Cheshire Cat in Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’: 
`Cheshire Puss, would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?’ 
`That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,’ said the Cat. 
`I don't much care where—’ said Alice. 
`Then it doesn't matter which way you go,’ said the Cat. 'If you don't know where you are going ... any road will take you there.’
Along life’s journey it is important to think about where we are going and about the destiny of all humanity. We all must face the fact that the journey of every human will at some point lead to a dead end called ‘the grave’. In the same way, our world will also come to an end one day. But Jesus has died for the sins of humanity and has risen from the grave to give new life and hope to his fallen creation. Therefore, having walked among his people on earth, and having seen his brothers and sisters enduring hardships, battling temptations, and facing death, Jesus now calls our attention heavenward, to our eternal destiny. John writes,
 “After this I looked and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.’ (4:1)
John was then spiritually transported into the magnificent throne room of heaven. Here John saw the appearance of God like a brilliant rainbow of hope and promise. From his throne come bright flashes of lightening and the powerful roar of thunder. Before the throne are the seven spirits (or the sevenfold Spirit) of God that appear like seven blazing lamps. With the assistance of the seven golden lamp stands of the churches these seven blazing lamps spread the light of God’s Spirit across the whole earth.  Around God’s throne are the twenty-four thrones of the elders, probably comprised of the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of Jesus. These twenty-four elders represent the Old and New Testament people of God who have overcome and now reign with God from heaven. Around the throne are four living creatures (see Ezekiel 1:1 – 10). Each of these creatures symbolise certain characteristics of God. The ox is strong, the eagle is swift and soaring, the lion is regal, and the man is wise and bears the image of God. These creatures are covered with eyes so that they can see everything. However, while these four creatures represent attributes of God, they also give glory to God and worship him. Together with the angels of heaven and the twenty-four elders, these four living creatures represent ‘every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea and all that is in them’ (5:13). But the focus of this heavenly vision is not on the legions of angels or on the twenty-four elders or on the four living creatures, but on a profound moment between God and the Lamb standing before his throne,
“Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll…sealed with seven seals…But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll…Then one of the elders said to me, ‘See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.’ Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain…He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne (5:1 – 7).
This Lion-Lamb is the crucified and risen Christ. The scroll represents God’s word that reveals to us his sovereign plans for his whole creation. It has been given to Christ because it is through him that all the purposes of God have been fulfilled and revealed. That is why this vision of God’s throne room concludes with every creature in creation singing, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power for ever and ever!” (5:13). Be strong! Christ is the beginning and end of all creation; and one day the journey of every creature will lead us into the throne room of the Saviour and Judge of all. 
