Revelation overview 7. Revelation 6:1 – 8:5

As we come to Revelation’s prophecies which declare that the evils of war, persecution, and poverty will continue to plague our world to the bitter end, we might be tempted to say, “Even Blind Freddy can see that!” But in 1933 a group of influential Humanists got together and drafted the first of three ‘Humanist Manifestos’ which outline Humanism’s philosophy.  All three of these Manifestos declare the hope that humanity will solve its own problems and forge its own future without the intervention of God or religion. The first Humanist Manifesto is the most optimistic; but its two successors (written in 1973 and 2003) are less ambitious and more guarded in expressing this hope. Wikipedia encyclopedia explains,
 “[The second Manifesto] begins with a statement that the excesses of Nazism and world war had made the first seem ‘far too optimistic’. Nevertheless, much of the unbridled optimism of the first remained, with hopes stated that war would become obsolete and poverty would be eliminated.”
Tragically, Humanists refuse to acknowledge the presence of evil or take into account the spiritual condition called, ‘Sin’ when they pontificate on the human condition and the future of our world. Sin and evil are like bacteria that cause perfectly good food to spoil; and once these bacteria spoil food there is no way to unspoil it. In the same way, humanity has become spoiled by sin; and unless something miraculous is done to eradicate this problem, our world is doomed to go from bad to worse. 
But God has offered a solution to humanity’s sin problem by sending his son Jesus to be our unspoiled sacrificial lamb. Through Christ’s death on the cross for our sins, and by the power of his resurrection from the dead, we have hope that we will one day be ‘Unspoiled’ from sin’s evil curses of decay and death at our Lord’s second coming. In the meantime, according to his sovereign plan, God continues to force the world to be confronted with the consequences of its own sin. But Revelation also declares that unless God had placed strict limits around Evil and Sin, they would have surely destroyed us by now (e.g. 6:6, 8, & 11). By allowing the horsemen of War, Conquest, Famine, and Persecution to continue to wreak havoc on the earth God is actually extending grace to humanity, hoping that as the world struggles against the consequences of sin, that it will cry out for salvation, before it’s too late. Therefore, the hardships revealed by the breaking of the seven seals act as signs, to believers and unbelievers alike, that our world is moving ever closer to judgment day. It is helpful to note that these signs are similar to Jesus’ warnings in Mark’s gospel about the things that would occur before his second coming: 
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First seal = The Conqueror

Second seal = The Destroyer of Peace     
Third seal = Famine.

Fourth seal = Death.
Fifth seal = Persecution and Martyrdom.
Sixth seal = Heavenly Signs.                  

Seventh seal = Silence then judgment.

Jesus’ warnings from Mark 13
“Nation will rise against nation” (vs. 8)

“There will be wars” (vs. 7)
“There will be famines” (vs. 8)

“Brothers will kill each other” (vs. 12)

“People will persecute you” (vs. 13)

“The heavens will be shaken…” (24 – 25)
“Jesus comes to judge” (vs. 26 – 27)

At first, John wept and wept when no one could be found to break The Scroll’s seven seals and reveal its contents (5:4). A world without God’s revelation is a world without hope. But as each of The Scroll’s seven seals was opened by Jesus, God’s future plan to both save and judge the world through Christ was revealed to John. As John received this vision he was instructed to write down what he saw (1:11). Therefore, when John’s vision came to an end, he was left with his own scroll that he was told not to seal up, but to give to the churches (22:10). This scroll is the book of Revelation that we now have open before us. May we always keep it opened before ourselves and before our weeping world so that we can all be warned of Christ’s coming judgment, and look to the salvation in his death and resurrection.  




