Revelation overview 8 (Revelation chapter 12)

"The greatest trick the Devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn't exist." This is the key line to the 1995 Oscar winning movie, ‘The Usual Suspects’. At the beginning of this movie viewers are introduced to five common criminals standing in a police line up. As the story unfolds it becomes increasingly clear that these men are nothing more than pawns in the diabolical game of a ruthless criminal master-mind named, Keyser Söze. So cold, calculating, and brutal is Söze that he becomes a picture of Satan himself. As one of the five criminals puts it, “I believe in God, but the only thing that scares me is Keyser Söze.” As this criminal continues to tell a police investigator his terrifying tales about Söze, whom he’s never actually seen, the investigator begins to wonder if Söze is real or just a figment of this simple-minded man’s imagination. But in the movie’s final scene viewers discover that Söze is indeed real, and that he’s cleverly played everyone for a fool. Söze finally walks undetected from police custody because he turns out to be the person that everyone least suspected.     

Satan shares much in common with the character Keyser Söze. While people are busy casting blame for all the world’s woes at evil dictators, corrupt politicians, and greedy corporations, the hand of Satan often goes unnoticed behind his puppet show. In Genesis we learn that it was Satan who used his clever lies to lure humanity into sin in the first place; and he has been working behind the scenes ever since to seduce the world away from God and towards destruction. In chapter 12 of Revelation we are introduced to Satan and his work through a vision of a woman and a dragon. In John’s vision he sees a woman appear in the heavens, wearing 12 crowns. This woman probably best represents God’s people: both Israel and the Church (similar to the 24 crowned elders). This woman was pregnant and about to give birth to a son who would rule the nations (Jesus). But while she was still in the pains of child birth, an enormous fire-red dragon with seven heads appeared before her, waiting to devour her newborn child. This dragon is Satan. His seven heads are similar to the seven horns and seven eyes of the Lamb (5:6). In the same way that Christ sends his sevenfold Spirit across the earth to guide his people, through the Dragon’s seven crowned heads he uses worldly kingdoms to oppose Christ’s kingdom. We should recall that when Jesus was born Satan inspired King Herod to search for him and have him killed. Satan also prompted Judas to betray Jesus to Pilate. After seeing Jesus rescued from death, John’s vision immediately turns to a time after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. Here Satan’s defeat is portrayed as a great battle in heaven in which the arch angel Michael and his angelic army cast Satan and his legions out of heaven. As Satan was hurled to the earth John heard this triumphant cry,
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers and sisters…has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb.” (12:10 – 11).  

Because Jesus has paid the penalty for our sins, Satan has lost his power to accuse us before God. But now we are warned that Satan is wounded and angry as he prowls the earth with his demons (the third of the stars that the dragon swept out of heaven). Realizing that he is quickly running out of time, the Dragon first attacks the woman (who probably now represents the Church). But the woman was rescued from Satan because Christ has declared, “I will build my Church and the gates of Hell won’t overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). Therefore, Satan turns his attack on the woman’s offspring (Christians). Through this visual parable Christians are reminded that our battle in this world is not only against people, governments, and institutions, but against Satan himself (Ephesians 6:12). Although our ultimate spiritual battle has already been won for us by Jesus, we must still expect opposition from the Evil One. But unlike the character Keyser Söze, Revelation assures us that Satan will certainly not slip away from God (20:7 – 10). In the final scene of Revelation we see that, while Satan is being punished for all eternity, it is the children of God who walk free from sin and death to enjoy a life in which Satan can’t torment us any longer. Therefore we must remain strong and keep trusting in Christ until he returns to defeat our ancient enemy.  
