Revelation overview 9. (Revelation 20:11 – 21:8)
Have you ever seen a teacher expel a student from a classroom for disrupting the class? Have you ever looked on as a police officer has arrested someone who was caught breaking the law? Have you ever watched an army being deployed to some chaotic region of the world to restore law and order? We might like to think that basic human goodness and common sense are sufficient to restrain evil. But from time to time people in positions of authority are forced to exercise their power to stop people from doing what is wrong and to restore peace. As much as having to use power in this way is unpleasant, we hope that our authorities are acting for our ultimate good when they do so. Revelation declares that God has made his son Jesus to be the ultimate Authority above all authorities. Therefore, on Judgment Day it is Jesus who will fight the final battle against sin and evil,  
“I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns…He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him…Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations…He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has his name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” (Revelation 19:11 – 16) 
In chapter six of Revelation we saw four horsemen riding across the earth in order to conquer, make war, destroy, and kill. But in the vision above Christ himself rides out as the final Conqueror who is coming soon to reclaim the creation that rightly belongs to his Heavenly Father. He will wage the final war on earth; and it will be the only truly holy war ever fought, because Christ alone is ‘holy and true’ (3:7). He will come not to take peace from the earth, but to finally crush the rebellion of sin and evil so that peace will be eternally restored. Many will be killed in this war to end all wars; but ultimately all people will be raised from the dead and will stand before God’s throne of judgment. John writes,

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life.” (20:12)
Revelation makes it clear that when Jesus comes again he will come to judge the world with justice and truth. Not everyone will be treated the same way. John speaks of record books of each person’s deeds being opened and everyone being judged with complete justice and fairness -- according to what each has done (20:12 - 13). But John’s vision also speaks of another book called, ‘The book of life’. This book contains the names of all of the people whose sins have been forgiven through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross (21:27). 
The first time that God’s Son entered our world he came as a baby. He grew up in perfect obedience to his Heavenly Father. Jesus dedicated his whole life to calling people back to God. He finally died on the cross for our sin and rebellion against God in order to restore peace between God and humanity.  After his resurrection Jesus established his Church and gave his people the Gospel: His message of forgiveness and hope for all people. He has poured out his Spirit upon his people to empower us to live for him and shine like blazing beacons of salvation in a dark and dying world.  Jesus declares that today is the day of salvation for all people. Now is the time to repent, believe, and declare the good news of God’s grace and love (Mark 1:15). 

But very soon God will send his risen Son into the world a second time to bring this sinful and rebellious age to an end. All of the horrors of our world began through Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve and their disobedience against their Creator. Therefore, Sin and Evil must be brought to an end so that Christ’s New Heaven and New Earth can finally be established. Then evil, sin, death, and the old corrupt order of things will pass away forever; and Jesus will make everything perfect and new! (21:4 - 5) 
