Revelation study 4. (Read Revelation 3:7 - 13)

1. Jesus addressed this letter from, “him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David” (3:7).  Why would these descriptions of Jesus have been important to the church in the city of Philadelphia?
2. Jesus declares that, “what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open” (3:7 – 8). What does this statement mean?

3. Jesus acknowledges that the church in Philadelphia had little strength, yet they hadn’t denied his name (3:8). What sort of situation do you think this church might have been facing? 

4. Jesus speaks of those who are ‘a synagogue of Satan’ (3:9). To whom is he referring, and why will they be made to bow at the feet of Jesus’ followers in Philadelphia? 

5. What does it mean that Jesus would keep these believers from “the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world”? (3:10)
6. What does Jesus mean when he warns, “hold on so that no one will take your crown”? (3:11)
7. Why do you think that the images of the new temple and the new Jerusalem would have been significant to the church in Philadelphia? (3:12)
8. Jesus says that he will write three names on those who persevere and overcome: the name of God; the name of the city of God; and his new name (3:12). What is the significance of Jesus writing these names on his followers? (See Isaiah 62:2 – 4)
