Revelation study 8 (Revelation chapter 12)

In chapter 12, Satan’s opposition to Christ’s kingdom is depicted in a visual parable of a woman and a dragon. Read this chapter and answer the following questions.  

1. Who is the woman in 12:1; and what is being symbolised through her heavenly appearance?
2. In verse three an enormous red dragon appears before the woman. Who is this dragon, and what do his heads, horns, crowns, and colour symbolise?
3. What does it mean that he swept a third of the stars from the sky and flung them to the earth? (Hint – See 1:20 and 12:7)
4. We are told that the woman was about to give birth to a son who will rule the nations (12:2 and 5). Who is this child, and what does it mean that the dragon was preparing to devour him at birth? (12:4)
5. Next we are told that this child was rescued and taken up to the throne of God (12:5). What is being portrayed here? 

6. 12:7 – 10 describe a battle in heaven between Satan and his angels and the arch angel Michael and his angels. What is this battle about? 
7. Next we are told that the dragon turned his attention back on the woman and her offspring. Who are the woman’s offspring, and what is being described in 12:13 – 17? (See also 12:10 – 12)

8. What is this chapter about the woman and the dragon trying to teach us? What warnings and encouragements do you find in this chapter? 
