Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Overview 1 (Matthew 5:1 – 2; 6:5 – 13; 7:24 – 29) 
It is Matthew the Tax Collector, one of the more controversial members of Jesus’ original band of 12 Disciples, who has recorded for us in his gospel this amazing sermon of Jesus. Matthew paints a graphic picture of the background to this sermon by describing how, as great crowds began swarming to Jesus, he found a spot on the side of a mountain, and there he sat down and began to teach his disciples. Today, many Christians may know that Jesus had a number of followers that he called his ‘disciples’. But what is a ‘disciple’ and what does ‘discipleship’ mean to us today in our lives?  

In Jesus’ time, a disciple was a little like a modern day student. But there are some significant differences between the average teacher/student relationship of today and the kind of relationship that Jesus shared with his disciples. The goal of Jesus’ disciples was to become like their teacher. That is why Jesus’ disciples didn’t just sit in a classroom, write down things that Jesus said, and then go home. Instead, they followed him around, day and night, observing his life and the way that he lived it. They worked with Jesus; they ate with him; they socialized with him; and they experienced the circumstances of Jesus’ life with him. Jesus has never wanted his disciples to simply learn some facts about him as if we were preparing for a Christian game of Trivial Pursuit. Instead, Jesus calls us to spiritually grow in our relationship with him and to actually become like him. 

As we read and reflect on the words of our Teacher, we will become aware of just how far our own sinful lives have strayed from God’s perfect standards. In fact, I recently read the testimony of a notorious Russian atheist and sceptic who became convinced that Jesus was truly God’s Son after reading this great sermon because he believed that no mere human could invent such wonderful truths. Therefore, as we begin considering what it will require for us to become more like Jesus Christ, it is worth noting that the word ‘disciple’ shares the same root word as the word ‘discipline’. Anyone that has ever seriously worked at achieving anything knows that becoming good at something requires consistent practice, work, and discipline. If a person wants to become an excellent student then this will require study. If someone wants to become good at a sport or proficient with a musical instrument, then this will require practice and training. Growing as a Christian is no different to growing in these other areas. If we want to become more like Jesus then we must discipline ourselves to study and obey God’s word, and train ourselves to use the spiritual gifts that Christ has given us to build his kingdom. While some people seem do excel in certain human skills with little or no effort, none of us should think that becoming more like God’s perfect Son will happen in this way. We simply will not grow as Christ’s disciples without consistent prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit working in us, 

While the Sermon on the Mount contains many well-known teachings of Jesus, perhaps the most famous of these is the prayer that Jesus taught to his disciples, known to us as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. There are two things that are particularly noteworthy about this prayer. First of all, it is brief. Jesus assures his disciples that God already knows our needs, even before we ask for them in prayer. Therefore, he tells us to pray according to the clear and concise pattern of ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, rather than ‘babbling on like the pagans, who think that they will be heard because of their many words’ (Matthew 6:7). Secondly, while this prayer is short in length, it is eternally broad in its scope. This prayer, that has become known to the Church around the world and across the ages, presents Jesus’ big picture view of: God and humanity; heaven and earth; good and evil; sin and salvation; and this life and the life to come. In fact, much of what Jesus believed, lived, and taught during his earthly ministry is summarized in this prayer. During this series, faithfully praying this prayer, both individually and corporately, will remind us of God’s top priorities and empower us to do them. 

As our 2006 discipleship journey begins, let’s commit ourselves to the obedience, dependence, and discipline that this journey will require, not only this year, but throughout our lifetimes. 
