Sermon on the Mount overview 4. Matthew 5:17 – 48
The fact that entire books have been published on jokes about corrupt lawyers is evidence enough that people are good at inventing ways of acting immorally without necessarily acting illegally. For instance, we know that Jesus summed up the true intent of God’s Law in two simple statements: 

1. Love God with everything you have.
1. Love your neighbour as much as you love your own self (Mark 12:28 – 31)
2. Because we are not always good at knowing how to live out such broad and profound truths as these, God also has given us some more specific instructions, such as ‘The Ten Commandments’ to further spell out what it means to love God and to love others in our day-to-day lives. One of these commandments proclaims that if we truly love God then we should not worship anything or anyone but him. Another declares that if we truly love our neighbour then we should not take anything from him that is rightfully his. 

3. However, in the Bible we can read how ancient Israel soon discovered ways of forsaking the true intent of God’s commandments while still appearing to keep the Law technically. Over time, Israel began to forsake their relationship with God in exchange for their religious routines and temple worship. Some of the priests invented religious ways of stealing from their neighbours, such as charging exorbitant fees for priest-approved sacrificial animals. Today we too can gather in our churches and go through our own Christian rituals and routines even while we harbour sin against God and our neighbour deep within our hearts. 
4. But as we approach this section of Jesus’ sermon, we are struck by the fact that Jesus seems to possess a spiritual x-ray vision. Through these verses, he focuses his holy gaze into the darkest recesses of our souls. Even as he overturned the tables of the greedy temple moneychangers in his day, Jesus’ teaching has a way of also overturning the tables of sin’s deceit in the temple of our own hearts. 

5. Jesus’ non-legalistic attitude towards righteousness has led some to regard him as a rebel and a lawbreaker. However, Jesus declares that he didn’t come to abolish or break God’s Law, but to completely uphold it and fulfil it. But Jesus teaches that true righteousness must be understood and expressed in more profound ways than not openly breaking God’s ‘Top Ten Sins’. For example, Jesus wants us to see that the reason that the bloodthirsty thorn of murder grows out of a person in the first place is because, long ago, Satan planted it in the heart of humanity as the harmless looking seed of discord (5:20 – 21). Therefore, as with every seed of sin, we must constantly be uprooting any form of bitterness before it grows into something worse. Then we must go even further and replace this sin with the fruit of love, even for our enemies (5:43 – 44). 
6. If doing this wasn’t difficult enough, the killer punch line of this section of Jesus’ sermon is where he commands us to, “Be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (5:48). In this statement Jesus alludes to Moses’ prior command of God, “Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2).  If we were feeling challenged up to the point where Jesus made this statement then we must now be in despair! After all, isn’t one of the most well known truths about humanity the fact that ‘Pobody is nerfect’? Jesus does know and understand this, yet he gives us this teaching for two reasons:
7. If we are to be delivered from all sin then we must first become aware of sins hidden presence in our lives, and how far short of God’s holy standard we have fallen. 

8. We must also understand that Jesus Christ is the only one who has ever perfectly followed and fulfilled God’s holy Law. Therefore, it is through him alone that we may discover the true source of forgiveness and righteousness by his death for our sins, and his resurrection from the dead. 
Jesus’ final goal is to make us truly holy and perfect, like him. Therefore, we need to pay close attention to this teaching, and not just put it into the too-hard basket. Jesus wants to grow and mature us into his disciples. Therefore, we must daily confess all of our sins, both the hidden and the wilful. Then we must ask Christ to produce in their place the perfect fruit of his righteousness through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
