Sermon on the Mount study 6 -- Matthew 6:19 – 34
Luke’s gospel records a confronting parable of Jesus that offers us some helpful insight into this section of his ‘Sermon on the Mount’. It is a story about a farmer whose land produced such a great harvest that he could no longer fit all the grain into his barns. Faced with this happy dilemma, after a brief moment of contemplation, he decided to tear down his old barns and build new ones, large enough to store all of his overwhelming abundance. Having made this resolution, the wealthy farmer decided that now was the time to sit back and enjoy the rest of his life…

To many of us, this might sound like a dream scenario. Wouldn’t it be great to become so wealthy that we could retire early and spend the rest of our lives doing whatever we want? Life would be like the Lotto Power Ball slogan, “If you win the Power Ball jackpot then you could spend the rest of your life.” But rather than being hailed as a lucky man, God calls the wealthy man in this story, ‘You fool’ because on the very eve of his decision to sit back and ‘spend the rest of his life’, he was instead called to meet his Maker and give an account of how his life had been spent (Luke 12:16 – 21). 

Jesus’ parable of the wealthy farmer leaves a fair bit unsaid. However, we are left with the clear impression that it would have been far better for this man had he taken just a moment to consider where his wealth had come from in the first place, and how he was meant to use it. As we begin to ask these questions of ourselves, it is worth comparing some words and phrases used by Jesus in this parable to those he used in this section of his sermon. In Jesus’ parable, the rich farmer says to himself, “You have plenty in your barns… Now eat, drink, and be merry.” However, in his sermon, Jesus reminds us that the birds of the air do not sow or reap or store up in barns, but God provides them with their food and drink. In Jesus’ parable, the farmer is condemned for storing up wealth for himself, instead of being rich toward God.  In his sermon, Jesus urges his followers not to store our wealth on earth, but to store our treasures in heaven. 

Jesus wants us to remember that our heavenly Father is also our world’s creator and sustainer. He is concerned for even the smallest details of his creation such as clothing the lilies of the field and feeding the birds of the air. Therefore, he will certainly care for the needs of his own children. However, we also know what a great temptation it is for us to store up or spend our ‘disposable wealth’ on ourselves. Therefore, Jesus reminds us that everything that we try to keep here on earth will eventually rust, fade, decay, break, or be stolen. But the treasure that is stored with God in heaven will remain ours for all eternity. What a waste of time and energy it is to spend the rest of our lives worrying about receiving the ‘daily bread’ that is already ours for the asking. On the other hand, how will it profit us if, having gained the wealth of the world, we are left standing before God in embarrassment and humiliation because of our selfishness and greed?
The Bible certainly doesn’t condemn us for wanting to be wise with our money or for saving for a rainy day. In fact, many of the Biblical proverbs extol this sort of prudence as a great virtue. However, Christ’s words confront us with the question of what it means to be truly wise in regard to money. Truly wise people are not those who, like the rich farmer, have managed to store up the most wealth for themselves. God has freely given us every good thing in creation, as well as giving us every spiritual blessing through his Son. Therefore, because we have generously received everything from God, we should also be willing to generously give back to God, and to the work of his kingdom.

Is the complexity of managing money overwhelming you? Now might be a good time to reflect on Jesus’ words about the birds and the lilies. Do you have more wealth than what you need? Now might be a good time to reflect on Jesus story about the rich farmer. Whatever the case, remember that the all-wise God is always generous toward us; therefore, we should always be wise and generous toward the things of God. 

