Sermon on the Mount overview 8. Matthew 7:13 – 23
There is an old Amy Grant song that warns, “You better know who to and who not to listen to”. In this final section of ’The Sermon on the Mount’, Jesus warns us to make sure we enter God’s kingdom through the narrow gate, and to not be led astray by false prophets. 1 Kings 22 records a story about a notoriously wicked king of Israel named Ahab that brilliantly illustrates this point. 
In the days when Israel was divided into two separate kingdoms, King Ahab from the northern kingdom summoned King Jehoshaphat from the southern kingdom to persuade him to go into battle against their mutual enemy, the Arameans. Jehoshaphat was willing, but first wanted to seek God’s will. Therefore, Ahab summoned his band of four hundred prophets who always told Ahab what he wanted to hear. Ahab asked them, “Shall I go to war against the Arameans, or shall I refrain?” Immediately, one of the prophets picked up a set of iron horns and said, “With these horns you will gore your enemies until they are destroyed!” The rest of the prophets joined him, saying the same thing. However, knowing that Ahab had already murdered most of God’s true prophets, Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there not a prophet of the Lord left whom we can consult?” Ahab knew of only one true prophet of God who had somehow survived Ahab’s slaughter; and so he summoned Micaiah. Before entering Ahab’s throne room, Micaiah was strictly warned to give his full support to what Ahab’s prophets were saying. But Micaiah was undeterred. He stood before Ahab and declared his prophets to be liars. Then he prophesied from the Lord that if Israel attacked the Arameans their armies would be defeated, and that Ahab would be killed. Having heard this, Ahab complained to Jehoshaphat that this was typical of Micaiah, who never prophesied anything good about him. Persuaded by this, Jehoshaphat agreed to join Ahab in battle. To make a long story short, Israel’s armies were badly defeated, and a stray arrow somehow managed to hit Ahab in an improbable place in the join of his armour, killing him.  This story illustrates that 400 prophets against 1 doesn’t matter if God is on the side of the one. 

In the days of the early church, false prophets were a constant problem because they would follow the trail of the Christian missionaries claiming to be prophets of God. But having infiltrated a church, they would deceive the new believers by teaching them things that, while sounding attractive, were contrary to God’s will. Jesus called these men, “Wolves in sheep’s clothing”. In other words, they may have looked as innocent as lambs, but once they got inside a church, sheep would begin to go missing. 

1. False prophets are still a problem today. Of course these people don’t call themselves ‘False Prophets’. They simply claim to be teachers who are slightly revising Christ’s teaching. They don’t work in obvious ways, but in covert and subtle ways. Instead of seeking to convict people of sin, they declare sin to be ok. Instead of keeping the church on the path that leads to Christ, they coax people into exploring alternative paths. Their method is to make their teaching seem right, but to slowly but surely lead people away from God and towards destruction. In fact, many of them are themselves deceived. In this passage, Jesus gives us three ways to help us to recognise these false prophets: 
2. False prophets are wolves disguised as sheep. Therefore we need to examine those who claim to be Christ’s leaders from the inside out. True shepherds of Christ will lead his sheep towards his green pastures and his living waters.  But wolves are on the prowl, seeking sheep to devour. Christ’s servants will build up the Church. Satan’s servants will tear it apart. 

3. Jesus instructs us that, “A good tree doesn’t bear bad fruit”. John’s gospel declares that Jesus is the vine and we are the branches. Therefore, true representatives of Christ should bear the fruits of Christ by reflecting his character: His truth, his mercy, and his love. 

4. Finally, Jesus gives this sobering warning: On judgement day, not everyone who calls Jesus ‘Lord’ will be recognised by him. Nor will people be recognised merely because they claim to have done great things in Jesus’ name. What is vital for salvation is that Jesus knows us and recognises us as his followers and friends. Therefore, true prophets of God should demonstrate a deep love for Jesus, and walk closely with him. 

As Christ’s flock, let’s make sure we keep our ears tuned to The Good Shepherd’s voice, and stay close on his heels, so that Satan’s worldly deceivers do not lead us astray. 

