Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Study 2 (Matthew 5:1 – 12)

1. Read Matthew 4:25 - 5:2. As you reflect on these two verses, what mental images do you get?

2. Matthew 5:3 – 11 contains nine blessings of Jesus that are traditionally called ‘The Beatitudes’.  The first word of each of these statements is ‘Blessed’ (in the NIV). What does this word mean?
3. In each of these nine statements, Jesus follows the word ‘Blessed’ with a description of a value or godly characteristic that will earn his disciples a particular reward. These godly characteristics are recorded below. Explain their meaning in your own words:
· Being poor in spirit:

· Being mournful: 
· Being meek:
· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness:
· Being merciful:
· Being pure in heart:
· Being a peacemaker:
· Being persecuted for righteousness sake:
4. Being persecuted for the sake of Christ:
5. For each of these nine characteristics, Jesus proclaims that there will be a specific reward. Can you find any logical link between these characteristics and their rewards (recorded below)? Explain these links. 

· Being poor in spirit = Receiving the kingdom of God

· Being mournful = Being comforted
· Being meek = Inheriting the earth
· Hungering and thirsting for righteousness = Being filled
· Being merciful = Receiving mercy
· Having a pure in heart = Seeing God
· Being a Peacemaker = Being called a child of God
· Being persecuted for righteousness sake = Receiving the kingdom of heaven.
· Being persecuted for the sake of Christ = 

       Receiving a great reward in heaven, and being named among the prophets. 

6. What overall point do you think Jesus is trying to make through this teaching?

